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TO THE 



YOUNG READER. 



MY design in this little work is not to 
teach you ar^ thing new, nor to talk to you 
of your various duties with severity, Un- 
douhtedlyyou already know the duties suitable 
to your age and station ; you have perhaps 
fidfiUed them to the present time with sub" 
mission and gentleness 5 but how happy 
should I be, if, in furnishing you with.ma^ 
terials for reflexions y I could ennoble your 
principles^ and make you understand the 
B latiguage 
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language a/ reason and sentiment, luhilc 
I address myself to your heart and mind. 

The imaginatioti is not the only faculty 
you have to cultivate -y your situatitn in life, 
and that which is to form your happiness, 
should constantly employ your thoughts, and 
consequently influence your conduct in your 
studies, your improvement, your pleasures, 
cud even your misfortunes. 

What an art / tvhat a talent J Do not 
imagine, my Young Readers, that you are 
incapahle of possessing it 3 suffer yourselves 
to be gtiided vuith cotifidence by the hand 
which leads you j and to all the methods that 
tenderness, itidustry, and zeal employ for your 
mprovsme7it,join the important advantage of 
reflexion -, you will discover that nothing en" 
riches jis so much as self-examination, to 
know the source of our sentiments and of" 
feStions, and that when nve know how 

to 
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u eniif mio owfs$kviSr %U4 nwit return 
MjUhmt hekag hdttir^ or feeliog ourielve^ 
incliaed to' bccooke so. 

TUad^ and read frcqueruly thd aJfbo' 
het of tbougbls ; the Hvisd always peruse a 
^ork with pleasure 'tvbicb tbey know must 
awaken in tbem proper setaimmts, and of 
nvblcb utility and sincerity constitute tbe 
merit, 

Cbuse yonr thm iherrfore witb Judg- 
ment ', tbis colhdiffn of tbougbts is food for 
your mind only,, and k is not %vben your vanity, 
is to he flattered, or your imagination amused^ 
tbatyou sbould bave recourse to it j a^ like 
tbe man wbo not being bungty, does not eat 
at an improper season j be does not despise a 
particular food because it is too substantial^ 
he waits for tbe call of bunger | do you 
therefore wait tbe moment when your heart 
B 2 and 
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arid reason are ready to receive instruSium, 
Short sentences, dilated hy sincerity and 
candour, will always find admission to a 
good mind, and may become apart of tie 
chara^er^ 
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THE 

HUNDRED THOUGHTS 

OF A 

SENSIBLE YOUNG LADY. 



1. 

I HAVE found the secret of doubling 
those pleasures I thought of little im- 
portance, and of lessening those veica- 
tlons that appeared to me great. 

2- 
On reflexion I have discovered, that 
what I called Constraint ^ Force, Dependance, 
&c. had been wisely appointed to give 
consistency to my inclinations, to make 
me contract by insensible degrees the 
. B 3 habit 
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habit of Order y Ecoru my, and Suhcrdtna^ 
tion, without which, we know not how 
to enjoy true liberty. 

3. 

The fruits of this reflexion have been 
to make me just, and consequently 
gentle and grateful to the hand that 
conduds me 3 my real troubles are re- 
duced to a small number, and I have 
found more charms in those duties 
which are enjoined me. 

4. 
When I am discontented, employ- 
ment enables me to forget my uneasi- 
I hope content will follow, 

5. 

I have any uneasiness, I hope 

ear off, and ask myself what 

f those vexations I experienced 

last 
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last year— even last week ? — AH are 

buried in ohlvvion, 

6. 

Hope has such efficacy, that it can lead 
us to the end of life through an agree- 
able path, and even htyand lif$ itsilf. 

7. 

Patience is the art of waiting. Time 
passes quickly with him who hopes for 
^letter days and lives for the nmraw. 

8. 
I have found that in my disquietudes. 
Resolution has furnished me with more 
reserurces than reason. 

9- 

Resolution enabled me to support nay 
misfortunes by giving me strength of 
mind to disdain them; and whilst I am 
'empU^ed in despising little troubles, 
time passes, aiyi my patienoe find» its 
yewanl; 

10. Wc 
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10. 

We are not unhappy when we are 
contradi6ted in our tastes, but in our 
sentiments, 

11. 

Our tastes are fleeting desires which 
originate from the head and imagination 5 
Sentiments have their source in the heart. 

12. 

A person of integrity and candour 
living with unjust, unprincipled, or vi- 
cious people, is truly unhappy. 

13. 

A person of sensibility living with 
those who ridicule, it or take advantage 
cf it, not knowing either its value, or 
effeds^ is unhappy. ' 
14. 
It is necessary therefore that I should 
learn to distinguish my tastes from xxv^ 
sentiments^ my caprice from my true 

wants f 
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wants j and if I can succeed in uniting 
them in a manner suitable to my duties 
and station^ I shall have found the due 
to happiness. 

15. 
I may become learned with the know- 
ledge of others, but I believe no one 
can be wise but by his own wisdom. 

16. 

The £rst step I shall take towards 
wisdom, will be to distrust myself, and 
to think that I may be deceived in esti- 
mating my own chara^er, in my pur- 
suit of pleasure, and the objeds which 
occasion me uneasiness. 

17. 

Nothing has better taught me to be- 
come wise than examining the follies 
of others, and being sincere with myself 
when I had erred against reason. 

18. Every 
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18- 

Every time I look into myself and do 
not find either uneasiness or reproach— 
I experience a real pleasure. 

19. 

But if I feel thai I have done good 
to any one^ that I have succeeded in 
some undertakings and have gained the 
approbation of those around me — I 
experience a thousand pleasures. 

20. 
To make those unhappy who are en- 
titled to our gratitude> to lose our own 
esteem or that of othersk-tbcse are xeal 
sorrows. 

I find then that n^ pleasures and my 
troubles are in a degree in my own 
power^ and that it depends on mysdf 

aloae 
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alone to give birth to them, to esti- 
mate or rejed them. 

22, 
We feel pleasure and pain only in 
proportion to our self-love j and if I 
can regulate it, or suffer it to be regulated^ 
I shall increase the €iira of the one, and 
lessen tiiat of the other. 

23. 

Self-love is a cruel and very unjust 
flatterer 3 It not only deceives us in that 
which is really pain and vexation, but 
It renders us likewise more sensible ot 
those mortifications and contradidions 
which exist alone in our fancy, than to 
those pleasures and charms which are 
real and evident, 

24, 

Thus when I deceive myself in the 
judgments I form, self-love occasions it. 

I con^ 
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I <x)ndemn in others that impatience 
and those inequalities of chara^er which 
I possess myself, and of which I do not 
corre6l myself, because I feel pain in 
acknowledging them, or view them 
under the appearance of some good. 

Impatience of temper, formal exaft- 
ness, even sallies of passion — we are apt 
to consider the indulgence of those de. 
fe6ts, as advantageous to those that live 
with us j nay, we sometimes require that 
they should receive our ill treatirient 
with chearfulness, and should feel grate- 
ful to us. 

26. 

Show me a young person who has an 
unbounded self- love 5 who ascribes every 
thing to himself, who desires that all 
honours and pleasures should be for him 
alone ; who neither loves nor hates any 
thing, but as it is conformable or con- 
trary 
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t^aiy to his inclinations 3 who makes 
himself the centre of every thing j who 
Would rule every thing, and have no 
one employed but in gratifying him, 
in praising and admiring him ) show me 
such a person, he is an Egotist ) I shall^ 
despise and shun him, for he will cer- 
tainly be proud, quarreisomc and en* 
vious, in a word> a fyrant^ 

The person whose self-love has not 
been enlightened by education, who has 
been left to his own guidance, untrained 
by discipline and restrauit, becomes an 
Egotist. 

28. 
He who is indulgent to himself, hal 
generally but little politeness and com- 
plaisance for others j he who idolizes 
himself, is a tyrant to others. 

C 29. A 
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A young person who is beneficent and 
amiable, is beloved even involuntarily^ if 
I may use the expression ; for all the 
pleasure she give$^ all the good offices 
'she renders to others, are so many links 
by which she eachains the heart. 

30. 

She who rejoices at the good done to 
her equals, is nearly as beneficent as she 
who a6tually confers the good. 

31. 

Show me a young person who is good 
and complaisant, who is not offended 
at my caprice, who bears with my faults 
without harshness, who knows how to 
manage my self-love without flattering 
it, to excuse my faults without approv- 
ing of them, to hear my praises with- 
out being hurt at them, and who puts a 

favour- 
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favourable construdlion on the intent o§ 
words and adions 3 I shall earnestly seek 
such a chara£ier» and shall find myself 
compelled to esteem it. — ^But to be ami- 
able myself, ought I not to be that 
cliarafter ? 

32. 
Before I give my esteem to any one, 
r require she should possess these qua- 
lities. But others require them of me 
likewise, and without them, by what 
right or title can I expe6t to please ? 

33. 

No one is esteemed without some rea* 
son 3 the more solid and valuable those 
qualities are by which we please, the 
more solid and valuable are the senti- 
ments we inspire. 

34. 
There are some who gain esteem 
almost without endeavouring for itj 
/ C 2 they 
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they are fortunate. Others are un- 
bending in their chara6ter, require much 
contradiftion, and much trouble is ne- 
cessary to corre6l them ; We ought 
on that account to be more indulgent 
to them, and commend the efforts they, 
make to conquer themselves. But un- 
fortunate are those who have struggles 
to make in order to be good ; Wit and 
Beauty is then their only resource. 

35. 
But we are soon tired of Wit and» 
easily accustomed to Beauty ; they are 
not therefore to be relied upon. 

36. 

It i^ not those who are the best in- 
ft)rraed, and who havje the greatest 
talents, who please most, but those 
who know how to exist for others, and 
tq place them in a fevoiwablg light : 

io, 
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in a word, those who are good and ami- 
able,, 

37. 

Would 70U be good? — Love to do 
good. Would you be amiable ? — study 
to please, and to make all those whom 
chance, or the necessary intercourse 
of society, oblige you to see often, 
content with you and with them- 
selves. 

38. 
Would you wish to be liked ? — ^make 
yourself worthy of being so. — Would 
you wish to be esteemed ?— esteem no- 
thing but what you ought to esteem. 

39. 
Beauty alone is requisite to gainois 
admirers : but we must be good to ac« 
quire friends. 

C3 40. Who 
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40. 

Who are those whom every one loves 
and seeks, in whom they coniide, whose 
faults they excuse, and whose misfor* 
tunes they lament }^~'tbe good. To be 
good is the attribute of tlie Supreme 
Being. Goodness b the image of the 
Creator on earth. 

4T. 

Goodness does not consist merely in 
not doing ill ; that is a negative kind of 
goodness ; it ought to be adtive in doing, 
good. 

42. 
True goodness is not limited to being 
beneficent and serviceable to our rela- 
lations or friends : it must not be regard- 
less or indiiferent to the rest of man-> 
kind — true goodn^s is charitable. 

43. I 
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43. 
I Have learned in a few words how 
far my good offices should extend to 
those who have intercourse with me,, 
this is the extent of them, / must do to> 
them, all that I wish tbejt should do unto me y 
if then I wish to engage the attention 
•f others^ and to be introduced to notice^ 
I must begin myself by making thei& 
satisfied with themselves. 

44. 
Nothing Is more rare than true good- 
ness 5 even those who fancy they are 
possessed of it, have commonly nothing^ 
but politeness or indolence of charader 
to boast of. No one deserves the title o£ 
Good, if he does not ad consistently f 
without that, goodness will only be weak* 
ness, or a want of power in the wilL 

45, True- 
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45. 

True goodness consists in our dispo- 
sition to I6ve our equals, to excuse their 
£siult8, to pardon their defefts, to in- 
terpret their aftions in the most fa- 
vourable manner, to bear with them, 
to do them good, even though no re- 
turn be expe6ted ; this is what con- 
stitutes Goodness, Whatever wit or abi- 
lities people may possess, we cannot at- 
tach ourselves to them unless they be 
also Good. 

46. 
Next to Groodness, Modesty is one of 
the most engaging and desirable of all the 
moral qualities. Modesty alone would 
be sufficient to constitute Merit, and 
supply the place of Beauty, by making 
amends for our deficiency in other re- 
spe6ls : but what channs has it not 

whea 
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when it beams on a pleasing tounfre- 
nance^ and adorns ri^ng talents ? 

47. 

Modesty is to merit what a light gauze 
is to Beauty -, it apparently .diminishes 
its lustre, but in reality it enhances its. 
value. 

48. 
With great abilities>. we may please 
(for the momentj and flatter the self-love 
of others 3 but modesty alone produces, 
a much greater efiedt^ as it interests the 
heart, and inspires it with a degree of 
admiration and resped, which has sonie-^ 
thing divine in it. 

49. 

True modesty a4£is uniformly, and is 

easy in its address ^ never obtrudes itself 

to notice, does not court applause : 

when, it is improperly bestowed, it is 

Uthex 
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tather pained than flattered, and when 
praise is unjustly refused, it is not of- 
fended; it has not a high idea of its own 
inerit : it takes pleasure in doing justice 
to that of others, it praises them without 
reludtance when they do any thing 
praise- worthy, and hears without envy 
the encomiums bestowed on them : in 
my opinion, the noble mind alone can 
be capable of such sentiments, 

5Q. 

The basis of all solid merit is Good- 
ness and IVisdom, With Goodness we 
do good, and with Wisdom we avoid 
evil. 

51. 

Evil is every thing that is attended 
with inconvenience, and that sbuns the 
hgbt. 

52. The 
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52. 
The grand art of knowing if anj 
thing will be attended with inconve- 
nience, is called Prudence, Judgment, 
.Wisdom 3 and how can we acquire this 
valuable talent, this perfection of good 
sense which enables us to foresee what 
will be the result of our actions ? — \>y 
Reflection and Experience, — But in order 
to have made such observations, we 
must have seen much and lived long ; 
this is not the case with young people ; 
should we then require them to ht pru- 
dent a?id wise ? — their faults are una- 
voidable I — ^we ought therefore to par- 
don them. 

53. 
The wisdom of people who have 
lived long, is to foresee the future by 
reccurring to the past. The wisdom. 

of 
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t)f the young is to submit to the 
present with readiness and confidence. 
With the old. Wisdom is an Idea 3 with 
the young, it is a Scjttiment, In the 
old. Wisdom a6ts from the bead, in the 
young, it a6ls from the heart, 

54. 
To know how to submit to Necessity \ 
to obey the authority we cannot control \ 
to have the wish to do good> even when 
we want resolution and inclination to it, 
are the charaderistics of a great mind. 

To do readily what we ought to do, 
when we ought to do it ; and as we 
ought to do it 5 are the charaderistics of 
wise and happy minds. 

5Q. 
To procrastinate, or to do ill, is to 
make ourselves miserable 5 it is^to pro- 
long 
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long and double the pain we experience 
.in doing it -, and if we must at last do 
that which Is contraiy to our fncTinatlon, 
we have been absurd, 

57. 

Wkani$usys^ of Knad i» nolJung more 
than the absence of Sentimvat and 
Refledtion 5 the best, remedy against it, 
is therefore to furnish ourselves with 
a subje6l that will call" forth the one 
and the other. 

5& 

Butfn^^attemptsiai^ fcuitless-l £vei:y 
thing, withia mjf own choice, appeai'9 
iixaij^d*! — Stop* far a moment^ do not 
chuse at all. — ^We find no relish in any 
thing when the taatft is vitiated j but 
hompel yourself to adb i if in a^ion you 
iind no pleasure, wait till you have 
a£kedj, and then examine yourself. 

D 59. To 
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59. 

To make efforts without succeeding, 
OZ1I7 proclaims our Weakness 5 to be un^ 
wihing to make efforts^ indicates F0II7 ; 
and to be afraid to make tliem> con- 
trary to our inclination^ proves cow- 
ardice of mind. 

60. 
Oh ! could we know what infinite 
pleasure we should feel when we have 
conquered ourselves, we should spare 
no pains, and suffer no opportunity 
to escape of doing it : that self-satis- 
fa6tion is equal to all the pleasures 
. of Virtue^ united to those of SeJf- 
love. 

61. 

In fa6t, what is more glorious and 
flattering than to be master of one's 
self, and to be able to say, " I can make 

myself 
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myself a judge of my own inclinations : 
I command them, and do not suffer my 
reason and heart to be over-ruled by 
my senses." Where is the proof of vir- 
tue and wisdom^ when we have had no 
struggles to make ? Where is the merit 
of the soldier who has not been in 
battle, or of the pilot who suffers him- 
self to be guided by the ship, without 
endeavouring to resist the winds and 
waves ? 

62. 

None are more to be pitied than those 
who have the liberty of gratifying their 
appetites before they have learned to* 
govern them ; because, not being al- 
ways able to succeed, a single disap- 
pointment appears- to them cruel, and' 
afre6b them, so as to disturb their other 
pleasures. 

D 2 63. I 
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63. 

I once heard a young woman, (who 
was at liberty to do whatever she 
pleased, and who wished for nothing 
but dissipation and amusement) say, 
that even in the midst of pleasure and- 
the agreeable amusements of sodety, 
she oftentimes felt a great Ennui , that 
tlie intervals were painful^ and that 
disappointments put her out of hu- 
mour for several days 3 that at last 
she should have died witli vexation, 
had not sicknen happily come to her 
aid. 

64. 
I pity that lady, and if I were inter- 
ested in her situation, I should wish her 
to be influenced by some superior power 
which would impose upon her some 
duties to fulfil and some acquisitions 

to 
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to make — an ohHgation to a3 — a suhjeSi 
for aHion^ and an end proposed. 

The disorders of the wUl are not to 
be cured, but by being subjc^ to some 
authority. 

66. 

We cannot restore sound to a chord 
without stretching it. 

Do you feel the necessity of being re- 
lieved from your weariness of mind ? 
Compel yourself to work. — ^Do you want 
pleasan;»? — seek them in the success of 
your employments. 

68. 
There is no real employment but that 
which is useful ox necessatyj^^When once 
D 3 Me 
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we leek in our employmoits those alone 
which best suit our indolencCy those 
very employments become (if I may use 
the expression) nothing more than an 
tdJe adllvityj as it only serves to shake 
off those that arc really and absolutely 
necessary. 

69- 

It is therefore sometimes a rash wish 
to desire entire liberty and indepen- 
dence, because so much wisdom is i*e- 
quired to make a right use of it. 

70. 

We may distinguish the wise man 
fVom the fool by their wishes ; and the 
good from the bad, by the MotPVioS their 
wishes. 

71. 
We are such' weak trifling beings* 
that if we are given wp to ourselves in 

the 
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the choice and duration of our emplo/- 
ments^ all end in satiety^ ill hutnouTi 
and aversion to work. 

72. 
Duties arc requisite for us^ yes — I 
repeat it, Duties ! alas 1 I must ret>eat 
it ', we require a superior itiiluefk^ to 
make us observe them« 

73. 

We are liable not only to become in- 
different to the charms ^iXch accom- 
pany the performance of our duties, but 
even to our own Interest I happy are 
they who have friends who teach them 
, the art of acquiring willingness, nay, 
who amtrain them, by the force of ha- 
bit, to acquire it. 

74. 
.A thousand times, happier are they 
who are In a. situation where that con- 
straint 



d by Google 



C 2» 1 

straint is gentle and reasonable -, where 
they find encouragement in their efforts, 
indulgence to their failings, and ap- 
plause in their success. 

75. 

But am I not myself surrounded by 
persons whose interest it is to love me, 
whose pride it is to make me better, and. 
whose pleasure it is to instru^ me ? 

76. 

If you ask me the means of amusing 
and diverting ourselves, to interest others 
in our favour^ and make them admire 
us 3 I will tell you : we shall find it in 
the love of employment, the acquire- 
ment of talents, and voluntarily ful- 
filling the duties of our station. 

77. 

But you will say, " you are not al-' 
ways inclined to do it !"— that does not 

depend 
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ikfjcnd upon you i— it is imc. B«i< do 
from habit and reisoa what yxnx cannot 
do from inclination — the inclination 
will come afterwards — if it does not, 
ask it of him who can give it you 3 knock 
audit mlJ he cfencd vntoymt. 

78. 

Of all the advantages I have received 
from study, what I most admire is, the 
useful avocations and amusements it has 
afforded me in preventing my imaginr 
ing I might be happier. 

79- 

All those sciences which do not teach 
"*" me to tbink better or to a3 better y I look 
upon as agreeable and inferior talents. 
Of what use are all kinds of instrudion 
to me, if they do not make me happier? 
Of what use is it to eat, if we do not 

digest 
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digest our food, if it docs not contribute 
to our strength and health ? 

80. 
It is not what we eat that nourishes; 
it is what we digest. It is not what 
we learn that instruds^ it is what we 
retain. 

81. 

Let our studies influence our morals, 
and the benefit we derive from our read- 
ing, be produ6l:ive of virtue. 

82. 
I recoiled what a Roman philosopher 
said, speaking of the sciences, " they 
have been the food of my youth j they 
now comfort me in adversity ; they 
were my delight in the country, they 
were no incumbrance to me in town, 

and 
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and served me as guides and companloas 
in my travels." 

83. 

A Grecian philosopher was asked, 
" What difference he made between a 
well informed man and an ignorant 
man?" he replied, " send them both 
to a foreign country^ and you will soon 
discover it." This philosopher was once 
'an instance of the truth of his own as- 
sertion,* for I remember having read, 
that being cast by a storm upon a 
foreign shore, he went to the first towa 
he saw with his companions, and hav<* 
ing entered a school, he there spoke, so 
well, that they loaded him with pre- 
sents, so that he was soon enabled to 
furnish every thing that was necessary 
for those who had been shipwrecked 
with him. They, intending to return 
to their own country, asked the philo- 
sopher. 
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'Sfffhep, vv^t cooamaods he had for hm 

friends ? he gave them this coranussno: 
" Recommend it to them from me, to 
<* teacb their cbildre?i early to farnish their 
*' minds with those arts and sciences that 
*' can brave the tempests,'' — In fa6t, Edu- 
cation and Instrudion are riches that 
preserve their value in every countrj,, 
and of which mis&rtuoes cannot de* 
jrive us. 

84, 

I am- (vf optnion\ that those persons 
-wlto 8enousi3it cuiuva4te the soienaes aite 
mors ddeile aaid gendls tha» ot^ier peo-'*- 
pl<i. Stad)& calte forth andi fzx4es> ia. our ' 
miiids^ Ohose pur«- and deKcattt senti'- 
xnen<!&in> which' true virtue consists ; fGr, 
young' persons* who' have a t^te* for ac*- 
complishnmantsi whatever may be their 
ftnblfes. in- o.ther respefts> are generally 
jperoonS'Of probity at least. TFhcfir ha- 
bitual 
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"bilual turn for refledioti will oiake them 
naturally on the one hand less ambi- 
tious and less interested, and on the 
other hand, more attentive to their du- 
ties and the received rules of politeness. 
For, study, instead of having blunted in 
them the relish for things estimable, 
ought on the contrary to have given them 
a greater degree of seiuibility. For my 
part, I feel every day that study, by 
teaching me to discriminate those thing& 
that are really necessary to me, has at 
the saHie •time banished from my mind 
those which were fi£Utious and sug- 
gested by my imagination. 

85. 
-Our wants are the desire of posses- 
sing that of which we are deprived. 
If what we desire has inconveniences, 
we are absurd 3 if it is not possible for 
us to obtain it^ we arc cruel to our- 
E selves 
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selves in occasioning voluntaiy uneasi- 
ness. 

86. 

. The bedy> the inind> and the heart, 
have each its wants* Those, of the 
body are food, labour* and rest. These 
are usefu] avocations, which succeeding 
each other, hinder us from wasting 
ourselves by using the same exercise : 
and what I most admire is, that those 
appareut inconvemences are ^e soujtcq 
of a thousand pleasures whftin they 9im 
properly satbfied. 

87. 

I neither work, play, nor eat willing- 
ly, but as the calls of necessity ex- 
cite me. 



88. The 
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88. 
The wants of the noiDd and the ima- 
gination Are, curiosity, employmenty 
and desire of instru^on. 

89. 

The imagination when regulated^ is 
a valuable source of eojcyment, by giv- 
ing us an infinite variety of tastes, and 
furnishing us often with the dis- 
position necessary to satisfy them 
with success -, for the imagination ex- 
ercised and applied to the sciences, na- 
turally makes us estpert, industrious, 
and patient ^ it keeps us constantly em; 
ployed, and makes us forget the priva- 
tions of our age j but left to itself, it 
would give us tastes and desires which 
we could never satisfy, and which it is 
perhaps of great importance, that we 
should not. 

E 2 00. It 
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It is then a happiness for us, that' 
others have imprinted in ottr imagina-^ 
tion a determined sphere In the career- 
of the sciences, in which it may exercise 
. its adive spirit and vigour without. in-, 
convenience, and for its own advaiir 
tagc. 

91. 
We may even make the mechanic 
arts turn to our happiness 5 for when 
the mind is wearied or sick, the body 
should then M'ork ; if not, the mind 
falls biack on itself, and there causes 
Ennui and disgust. 

92. 

Manual labour alone makes the peo- 
ple content and happy. Look at that 
ajrtisan in his work-shop i you will find 

him 
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!iim lively and content, forgetting his 
domestic troubles, his alarms about a 
fatnre life, about the existence of his 
children 5 you will sec him aftivc, in- 
dustrious, patient, economical, and trac- 
table. — But then observe him when 
he has left off work, in those days 
of leisure, when his imagination falls 
back upon himself, the burthen is t(K) 
beavy for him to bear 5 he feels him- 
aels (if I may use the expression) obliged 
to fly from his home, to forget himself, 
and stupified with liquor and noisy di- 
versions, he loses all the good qualities 
he exercised in the week» and he will 
either be .extravagant or turbulent — 
and perhaps a libertine* 

The labour of the hands will serve 

young persons in the course of life, as 

E 3 better 
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better resources against uneasiness^ tlian 
the best maxims of morality : we are 
true machines : the motion of the body- 
snakes us forget the troubles of the 
mind i and we must expe£t some por- 
tion of them in the course of our life. 

94. 

The pleasures young persons colled 
in the common way of instru€tion> from 
the fine arts and different studies to 
which they apply themselves, are mostly 
addressed only to their imagination, and 
some, a small number, to their heart. 
But when their imagination is cooled 
or disturbed, when their heart is un- 
easy or agitated by the passions, all 
nourishment of this kind will become 
insipid, the mechanic arts will then 
be a valuable and the only resource. 

P5. I 
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95. 

I now know this great truths a trotH 
which is a new idea to xne^ namety^ 
that certain manual labours stop and 
suspend the operations of our thoughts, 
and that when we have nothing to think 
of but what is disagreeable^ it is a great 
happiness to be able to exempt our* 
selves totally from thinking for the mo- 
ment. 

96. 

The wants of the heart are the love of 
our equals. Confidence, Gratitude, and 
Friendship. — In proportion as we satisfy 
these different wants, we feel within 
ourselves a pleasure that makes us love 
them. 

97. 

The hearts of persons of sensibility 
would be very vacant indeed, if we 

could 
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could deprive them of their natural and 
necessaiy tendency to love those that 
surround them, to be beneficent, in- 
dulgent, Sec. 

98. 

I have learned to distinguish three 
kinds of Friendships : that of the Mind, 
among persons that amuse each other ; 
that of Chara^r, between persons who 
please each other ; and that of the Heart, 
among persons who love each other. — 
In the first, I find the pleasure of being 
entertained or instruded -, in the second,, 
that of being suffered and borne with : 
but in the third, I find much nobler 
sentiments which interest and afFc6t 
me j I find in it a support that I should 
seek in vain elsewhere. 

99' 

Among all those who say they are 
really my friends, shew me one who 

loved 
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Ibved me first without being interested j 
who has done every thing for me with- 
out return -, one who has been able con- 
tinually to bear with my faults with 
an unabated afFe£tion; one in whom 
I may confidentially repose my sorrows> 
my disquietudes, my foibles: — and in 
whom I may find tenderness, indul- 
gence, advice J — ^in fine, one who is in- 
terested in pardoning me, and in not 
betraying my cot^dence ! — If you sliow mc 
that true friend, I shall think I can never 
be unhappy ; I shall love her with all 
my heart — ^almost to adoration I — I will 
do every thing for her. I will spare 
nothing to preserve such a treasure 5 
I will sacrifice every thing that is dear- 
est to me, and will patiently bear every 
thing that affedb me, my sorrows, dis- 
quietudes, disgusts, every thing — to 
please her — ^but I — ^have I not the ha^ 

piness 
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ptness to possess this friend so rare and 
valuable ?— Yes ! — in this pi^re I ac- 
knowledge — my mother I — ^Yes I — it is 
my mother 1 my heart always acknow- 
ledged her j bat now it is a discoveiy 
made by my reason, which makes me 
set a proper value on my treasure. 

100. 

Yes ! — I will love my mother a thou- 
sand times better. My sentiments, my 
pursuits, my conduA, all shall express 
my love. — ^To love her shall be the first 
want of this feeling heart which I have 
received from her.— To love her will be 
to me a pleasure — ^and to her— j bap^ 
piness, — Fly, vanish from before me, ye 
disquietudes, crosses, and displeasures^ 
which once bore the name of misfor- 
tunes ! like those light vapours which 
are exhaled and annihilated at th^ 
rising of the sun j you will be annihi- 
lated 
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lated at the light of an improving rea- 
son, which will know henceforth how 
to set a proper value upon you. — ^You 
cannot bear the day light 3 go, go, con- 
fine yourselves in the darkness of those 
childish understandings, those vacant 
weak minds, who suffer themselves to 
sink under the least impression, and 
which will not have, like me, experi- 
enced — the glory ofbcevtTtg despised tbem* 
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ADDRESSED TO A YOUNQ 
LADY, ON THE DEATH OF 
HER FRIEND. 

OH! thou whose feeling heart re* 
fuseth to be comforted, permit me to 
itiingle my tears with thine> and by 
weeping with thee, to alleviate, if pos- 
sible, the excess of thy grief. We are 
allowed to indulge this seasonable re- 
lief to sorrow, excited in our hearts, 
for suffering Virtue and Innocence. 

Oh t great God i can thy decrees be 
so severe? Canst thou thus cruelly 
strike what thou lovest ? Thou inspires! 
us with sentiments of admiration, and 
a love for Virtue and Truth, and then 
F 2 with- 



er by Google 



[ 4» ] 
withdrawest from amongst us, those 
lovely emblems of thy divinity. Yes ! 
thy beneficent hand had endowed the 
amiable Agnes, with those charms^ tiiat 
ennoble Virtixe asd d^fy Hmman Nature. 

The innocence and candour of her 
«ttalb««iaiediAlMr«jptt9i tkft aeicmtgr of 
hev te<yriNitieQlf4 the ieoa^e m s pitre 
«ad[ IMaq«f«k<ott9^nffQ. TIm Uii«h iw 
hieir cledki won t]ft9t 9I tf mid Motet^. 
Fiom hec i»99cc».t ^%^ tb» «9verU)p of 
fq>roach vaa acver lMtr4» tbe nafwioe 
«f itt-hanour, o« tbt taW of wa«4a).?^ 
Nol iImmc ingCHiMiiKi tnMW «k)0(»> 
those gentle acceats, which at once in- 
ipii« tMifiiknro and irtc o dft h i p i dwelt 
•a her toof ue* 

Oli( Lord! ii^tfueae pvecioiis |^t^ T 
•tkoiywledi^ tky Ubcvi^ haja;d<-4xinttt 

likewise 
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likewise acknowledge^ that all thou hast 
ordained is founded in Wisdom. Al- 
though thou sawest fit to recal, in an in- 
stant to recal, my much lamented friend 
from this world — life, death, and hap- 
piness are at thy disposal, and if thou 
recallest to thee those who arc formed 
to excite our love and admiration, the 
friends who are left to weep their loss 
are alone unhappy — for the pure mind, 
— ^worthy to appear in thy presence- 
must have been taken from amongst us 
to enjoy, and partake of thy divine 
favours. Cease then, oh ! affli6ted soul, 
to bathe this tomb with the bitter tears 
of unavailing regret : — ^but if this relief 
to the feeling mind, this tribute dear to 
the memory of those we love, be yet un- 
satisfied, indulge for a while the effu- 
fions of thy grief — then having covered 
these earthly remains with flowers, raise 
F 3 thine 
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thine eyes aad thougrhts towards the- 
sacred abode of the great Arbiter of Man, 
whither the friend thou bewailest is 
gone to rejoin her kindred spirits. Adore 
with £lent re$pe6t the will and decrees 
of the Father of the Just. — Let the re- 
membrance of the friend he gave thee 
for a season* be ever accompanied with 
the desire of imitating her Virtues : 
and may the sq>aration he hath ordained* 
impress oa thy aiiiid, that her destiny 
and thine may, finally, be the same— « 
that being children of tie same beneficent 
Father f thou majut h^ admiiUd tg share thA 
same tnheriia7ice. 



BNCOUa^GI- 
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BINCOUUAOEMKNT TO YOUNG 
I.ADIES UNDER THE SUB- 
ORDrNATION AND CON- 
FINEMENT ADOPTED IN 
THEIR EDUCATION, IN THE 
ALLEGORICAL FICTION OF 
THE ROS£ AND THE BRAMr 
RLE. 

A POLOGUE. 

A BKAVTB0U8 RoM grew under the 
akelt^ of a thick Bramble^ and so eiw 
compassed with its thorny branches^ 
that the light of day could scarc^y 
penetrate. Its blushing charms began 
to unfold* and shone faintly trough its 
covert; thus flourished the Rose for a 
timtf, unseen and unknown-—^ secure 
from danger. The impatient fair«one> 
F 3 proud 
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proud of her charms, and anxious to 
display them among the flowers of 
spring, began to reproach the Bramble 
as the cause of her confinement. She 
called him cruel and barbarous, thus 
to oblige her tender youth to pass ia- 
gloriously and useless in the world — 
and depriving her of liberty, leave her 
to pine, wither, and die in a horrid 
prison.— Cease, cried the Bramble 
sternly ! accuse not me, but thine own 
levity and caprice, recolledt to whom^ 
thou art addressing thy absurd 're- 
proaches — to thy protedor.^^lf thou art- 
uninjured by the scorching rays of 
noon, to whose friendly phade art thou 
indebted, forprotedion ?— who defends 
thee from; the raging tempest, the de- 
fttrudive hail ? be silent, and love thy 
vustic abode. — ^Thou hast not yet retch- 
ed the zenith of thy glory, and art ig- 
norant 
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uoraAt.Qf tbe daogert that tbr^teo iUy 
tcndec we&perieiy^ed yean. The Rose 
fnade <ki repl^n but trembled witb iu- 
wacd rage. Ske qqw estendit now cqu- 
tca^ bar leaves^ and Gkutly invoke 
•tonitt aod UghUuiig;^ to fall on her 
«ru€l guardian. At that QAooienti a 
peasant enters the fidd with an Instm- 
ixnent of destm^ion In his hand« tQ dear 
the pkce of the i>ieles» plants « the 
cjpuel sqrthe aoon k vditlie Bramble in* 
the dust. The unpateful flower, far- 
ftom weeping her loss* thrills with jojr, 
and l9Qk» do^wn on her falkn friend- 
with an air of triuntph^ The proatrate 
Bramble cavers thei ground with his 
rainii» and iov the first time* the pierc- 
ing light of day penetrate* his verdant, 
retceat. 

The giddy Rose fteed frona her let*' 
lers, rears her imperious hesd. The 

morning 
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morning zephirs flatter and sport around 
Ker, the birds salute her with their ear- 
liest song, and Aurora crowns her with 
dewy pearls — ^but alas ! how fleeting are 
the hours of pleasure, how inconstant 
and uncertain are its enjoyments ! A 
caterpillar spies our proud beauty frorfi 
far, and approaching insolently crawls 
up her tender stalk, and there fijies his 
ravenous tooth. To him succeeds a vo- 
racious slug, who covering her with 
his loathsome slime, gnaws and devours 
her — a prey to inseds. — Scorched by the 
sun, the hapless flower fades' before hor 
prime ; in vain she calls the Bramble 
to her aid; pale and withered, her 
strength exhausted, her leaves decay 
and fall — she dies before her time 
-^sad vi6tim to vanity and conceit^ 
Oh ye young and inexperienced* in 
the paths of life, who now . live in 
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happy innocence under the fostering 
care of a tender but cautious and ex- 
perienced mother or friend, to whose 
care you may be -intrusted ; shoidd 
the restraints th«y feel necessary to 
impose, appear at any time rigid and 
seveiCy think on the hapless Rose, and 
from her example learn Submission and 
Content 
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SAHY TO Man: ir hores'^ 

ABLE'— IT fS A PXCASUAX; 



APOLOQUB. 

TO pass our life in framing trtificial 
wants, and lA gtaXifyidf XitmSh ts too 
vulgar a fufiiftion fbr ^ muftljr Mid noble 
mind. The ha^pificsis ^ iMtf Ulb de- 
pends in a great aie^tfiure o6<Aif em- 
ployment j wt naust haVelUOi objeft to 
pursue, ^hd "wWch txidy keep Ul con- 
stantly in aaibft, without Whieh the 
weight bf oUr existence feiUs heavily 
^^''ck upoh ourselves. Want of em- 

)yment never produces any thing but 

what 
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what is base suid ignoble, and will 
never make any creatures happy, but 
those who are like the Snail I am going 
to speak of. One of those industrious 
worms that Nature seems to have ere- 
lited for our use and adrairatton» 
satisfied with food and sleep, had climb- 
ed up the branch of a shrub to <weave 
its golden silk. It had already here 
and there interwoven the fine threads 
that were to support its building : and 
it laboured without ceasing, exerting 
all the instin6t and agility it possessed. 
On the damp, ground beneath, dwelt 
an idle Slug, who spent its life in vile 
indolence, in the midst of the plants 
that vegetated around it -, it had scarce- 
ly advanced a step, to satisfy its greedy 
appetite, when oppressed with fatigue, 
it fell asleep in total forgetfiilness. 
One day having raised its head higher 
G than 
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than usual, what an astonlsliing sight 
presented itself to its view ! The in- 
dustrious Worm, who writhing itself 
continually back and forward, caught 
its eye 5 it is surprised to see a being 
that labours with so much warmth and 
assiduity without thinking of food or 
rest : oh 1 oh ! said he, making a great 
effort to rouse itself from its stupor, and 
to speak, " who are you ? what makes 
you labour with so much eagerness and 
fatigue? what mighty recompense do 
you expe£t for your toil ? Do you not 
know, that while you fatigue yourself 
and waste your body in that manner, 
that each moment, life and the bloom of 
youth flies away, and that in the end. 
Death comes npon us? Confess your 
folly, wretched being, leave off your 
vain and useless work, and rather come 
to relax and divert yourself in the ver- 
dant 
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dant meadow under the shade of the 
myrtle and laurel^ beneath which a de- 
lightful coolness invites us to repose our 
wearied limbs." The laborious insei^: 
scarcely deigning to cast a look of con- 
tempt upon the Slug, replied : *' this ac- 
tive life which to you appears so pain- 
ful, is dearer to me than your rest ; to 
me it is a source of pleasures, it y/ill 
lead me to a new order of beings, and 
to a more noble and glorious states my 
body will soon be cloathed with shining 
wings, and sail smoothly above the 
earth. You doubtless think that Na- 
ture has created you only to satisfy 
your gluttony and indolence ; go, vile 
insed ! enjoy your happiness and tran- 
quillity, enjoy without glory your in- 
sipid inaftivity, you will never be more 
than a despicable and obscure Slug, 
obliged to drag your body in the dust 
G2 and 
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and slime^ and then to die in the. 
mire/' 

The Worm spoke thus, but the fool- 
ish Slag laughed^ folded back itSr. 
wearied head> and fell fast asleep. 

In the mean time^ the industrious 
Worm began to enjoy the benefit of its 
labour : a wonderful metamorphose gave 
it a form which scarcely astonished its 
stupid neighbour, who contented itself 
to open its eye and to shut it imme- 
diately, that he might not be disturbed 
to no purpose. 

O ye, who in the midst of gilded 
roofs, live in abundance and repose ; if 
you despise the arts and useful employ-- 
mcnts which alone can ennoble man, by. 
iuspiring him with distinguished and: 

geaeraus.. 
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generous sentiments, and which make 
him find in the constant exercise of his 
faculties, a pleasure and happiness 
which can never be known in a life of 
indolence, without merit and without 
honour — come> examine the Slug, and 
leam> that^ a life wtbout ammat'um is 
altf^of death. 



G3 
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THE LOVE OF PLEASURE IS- 
NATURAL TO YOUTH, BUT 
PLEASURE SHOULD BE CHO- 
SEN, BECAUSE IT MAY BE 
ATTENDED WITH INCON- 
VENIENCES, AND FOLLOW- 
ED BY SEVERE REMORSE. 

HAPPY then are they who can sub- 
mit their inclinations to the jodgement 
of a good intentioned friend, who dis* 
pels the disquietudes and misfortunes. — 
This is demonstrated by the fable of 
the Child and the Wasp^ 

A little Child, who could scarcely 
stand on his feet, was jumping in a gar- 
den 
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den over the grass and the flowers. A 
gilded Wasp, armed with his sting, 
oame and fluttered about him ; and the 
Child attra^xsd by the golden splendour, 
that glittered on the body of the deceit^ 
ful inse6ty was immediately desirous to 
make it his prey. He drove his hand 
upon it half shut, but the stroke fell 
in vain 3 the Wasp fled further ofl*. 
Obstacles frequently irritate the desires 
of man, and make him more eager. 
The Child began to pursue the insed> 
but it being more alert and quick-fight- 
ed, got always further from him, and 
after fluttering a long time about, 
went and perched on the tender bo- 
som of a purple rose. The Child, who 
watched it, advanced to it with silent 
and slow steps, rises on his tiptoes, and 
at the same time darts its hand quickly 
on the inse6t and the rose. Then the 

enraged 
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enraged Wasp has recourse to its sting; 
and witlSbut pity pierces the hand that 
inclosed it. The Child fills the air with 
cries, and rushes down the vidim of 
iiift rash desire. 
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TRUE MERIT F R E QJLT E N T L Y> 
EOVES TO CONCEAL IT- 
SELF UNt)ER A HUMBLE 
AND ROUGH EXTERIOR, 
AND SEEMS TO FLY THE 
ELEGANT ORNAMENTS OF 
DRESS AND BEAUTY. 

APOLOGUE. 

SELF-IGNORANCE always begets 
arrogance and pride ; we frequently 
despise others only because we have a 
higher idea of our own merit than, 
of theirs 3 we not only judge slightly 
of them, scarcely giving ourselves time 
to know them, but we arc very unjust. 

in 
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in respect to them ; only finding tEo8C 
things good in others which are agree- 
able to our tastes and opinions. It is- 
not what is good and useful that wd 
love, but that which pleases us; and 
that is the great source o^ error. It is not 
always toour friends that we should listen 
to learn how to set. a just value on our- 
selves^5 Polifeness and Fricndhip im- 
pose on them, caution and disguise -, 
or rather the resemblance and confor- 
mity of their defeds to ours, makes 
them blind and interested in flattering 3 
but it is from the mouth of an enemy 
whom our pride has provoked, that 
sometimes proceed those bright strokes 
of truth that can enlighten us, and that 
we can turn to oar advantage, which I 
mean to demonstrate in the following; 
fable. 
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ON the banks of a rivulet, in the 
midst of a flower garden, the Rose and 
Jessamine grew together. Charmed 
with their own beauty, which was 
refleded on tho.chrystal surface of the 
pure water, they looked at each other 
•with complaisance, and began to dis- 
course thus of their merit : " Certainly, 
said the Rose, we are the favourites of 
Zephirus ^ he always chuses us to weave 
garlands for his bride 5 and indeed, 
among all the noble families of flowers 
that adorn the garden, I know none 
comparable to us 3 for we unite beau- 
ty and sweetness, and in us alone 
is found the double merit of flattering 
two senses at once. The charming 
Phaiis, ^11 vermillioned as she is, how 
often has she envied my colour, when 
admiring herself in a chrystal fountain, 
she applies her cheeks to mine to make 

a com- 
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a comparison j the vi6tory is always on 
my side. It is we that are chosen in 
preference to crown the hair, and adorn 
the bosom of beauty} and sometimes 
in their delicate hands, we become the 
confidents and interpreters of the softest 
secrets of the heart. Finally, in all the 
vegetable reign, among the flowers of 
the garden, sweet scented plants, shrubs, 
and trees of the tallest lize, there is not 
one that does not acknowledge our 
merit, and .pay us the first honours." 

The white and star-like flower listcn- 
<ed with delighted pride to the flatter- 
ing discourse of her companion, and re- 
plied: "behold that mishapen oak, load* 
ed with years ; see what shrivelled 
leaves, what rough knotty bark 3 who 
-could place so disgusting an objedt near 
>VLs ? the very sight indeed, if it does 

not 
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itot make me Qglj^ it at leaat makes me 
sad, and vexes me. It ts therefbt^ 
treated -as it deserves, it is touched onlf 
by the hard hands of the coarse rustic. 
Nature is certainly deceived in its 
agreeableprodudionsyin creating so rude 
and wild a plant; instead of elms, ash» 
oaks, and pines, they should have 
created nothing but Roses and JeXTi* 
mines." 

The noble tree which had licard 
their vain and arrogant discourse, shook 
his majestic head, and replied : *< fie 
silent, ye miserable proud wretches, £olr 
that merit on which yon reckon m 
highly, will scanoely last tili to-morrow j 
I have seen so many like you spring up 
and die iu this garden, that you Beetn 
to me hardly to exist j you liavc beeti 
created only for a useless pomp, aod the 
H same 
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same day you are gathered — you are 
forgotten. — On the contrary learn, that 
what you despise so much, has more 
true and lasting mg-it than yours 3 my 
nervous and strong body enables me 
to resist the storm, and thereby I serve 
as a shelter against the rain» the hail, 
and the heat of the sun, to man and 
beasts. These twisted and prolific 
branches have for more than an hundred 
years supplied useful food to the animal 
who feeds on acorns 5 and when ex- 
hausted and dried up I shall be near 
dying, I hope to survive ray ruin, I 
shall go to the extreme parts of the 
world to furrow the waves of the ocean, 
and shall thence return hither loaded 
with foreign merchandise 5 and you, 
ye wretches, with your pompous vanity, 
where will you go ? of what use will 
ye be ? what will become of you } 

They 
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They will enjoy your fragrance to day -, 
to-morrow you will be withered and 
spoiled, -and they will trample you 
under foot/* 

Scarcely had this sensible tree finished 
his discourse with the two haughty 
flowers, when a stroke of the sun al- 
ready made them bend their heads j 
presently their lustre forsakes tliem^ 
enervated and dried up they at once 
lose their form and scent, and fall upon 
the humble eartli^ mixed with the 
n/use of flowers. 

O ye fair blooming youth, if for- 
getful of your fate and momentary 
glory, you think you have a right to 
despise and turn to ridicule those who 
possess not like you the studied man- 
ners and refinements of gay politeness, 
H 2 come, 
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^ome, behold yourselves in my tw« 
fiowersy and you will not only find in 
them your pidure, but also the cruel 
lot which awaits you. 
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To FULFIL THE DUTIES OF 
OUR STATION, IS TOAC- 
QJLJIT OURSELVES OF THE 
DEBT WE HAVE CONTRACT- 
ED WITH society: — NOT 
TO BE USEFUL TO ANY, IS 
TO BE HURTFUL TO ALL. 

APOLOGUE. 

THE end of Society in uniting man- 
kind together, has been to make their 
life less precarious and more conuno- 
dious. AH are bound to pay a tribute 
of service to that community in ex- 
change for the advantages they derive 
from it, such as their subsistence, their 
prote6tion and pleasures; whence it 
follows, that it is committing sin against 
the first duty of honesty, not to con- 
H 3 tribute 
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tribute direAly or indirectly to the ge- 
neral good^ and not to pay our quota* 

In whatever station we are, we have 
always duties to fulfil, and it is even by 
accomplishing those duties that we dis- 
charge our debt 3 some by the labour 
of the body, others by that of the mind ; 
the young, in acquiring those talents by 
which they will be useful : the aged by 
their advice, and by communicating the 
fruit of their experience j the poor by 
their manual labour, the rich by their 
beneficence, their economy, and their 
encouragement of industry. 

From the moment we cease to be of 
use, we become a burthen to ourselves j 
the Idler therefore loses all his rights, 
and in driving him from the commu- 
nity, we should only do an a6t of justice, 

which 
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which is exemplified in the foUowing^ 
fable. 

I N former dayg, before animals ha^ 
approached man, and attached them- 
selves to his service, thej- led a savage 
life in the woods j they were often af- 
fli^ed with the dreadful scourge of 
famine, and their existence was pre- 
carious and uncertain. If rich and 
fertile Nature sometimes offered them 
her gifts with a lavish band, a severe 
-winter, that sometimes succeeded, 
stripped the trees of their fruits, and 
the fields of their verdure; the animals, 
then not possessing the valuable faculty 
'which enables us to foresee dangers 
and guard against them, were lost with- 
out resource and perished without pity. 
It is in consequence of such a destrudlive 
calamity that some wise animal seeing 

the 



d by Google 



C 76 ] 

the advantages of social life approached 
man, and asked for food, offering him 
his services as a tribute of his gratitude. 
Well ! says the Man, let each of you 
declare what he is able to perform for 
the use of Society. 

The Cat advanced first, meagre, half- 
starved, her bones ready to start through 
her skin, and scarcely able to speak, 
said, " These teeth and claws shall 
serve you as a watchful sentinel, I will 
drive away the^destrudtive animals from 
your cellar and your pantry 3 your bacon 
and cheese shall be safe, and I will 
rove day and night in your house, and 
guard it, even in the most retired 
corners." 

" Well, replied the Man, I am sa- 
tisfied, be faithful and diligent ,and you 

shall 
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iliall be fed." — And you, addreulng 
himself to the Dog, *< What can you 
do?" " Me 1 he replied^ I will deserve 
your attachment and friendibip by my 
gratitude, I will defend you against 
your enemies and against robbers j I 
will watch continually round your housoj 
and the fox shall never dare to ap- 
proach it } I shall be able to follow and 
discover the hare and the partridge by 
the scent I I will guard your flocka 
againat the dangers of the night, and 
to me they shall be indebted for their 
safety and their rest \ and what is more, 
sire« added he, if necessary, I will give 
my life to defend yours." 

'' You arc charming," replied the 
Man, << I adopt you for my companion^ 
you deserve that place." 

Having 
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Having then turned towards the Flyv 
who regardless of Man and Animals, 
had settled herself quietly on a ne6bi- 
rine — " And you/ said he — *' What 
good offices are you willing to do for 
Man ?" — "I labour !" it replied with 
a fierce disdainful tone — " I labour ! 
you insult me ! — what do you take me 
for ? know that all my race and the 
generation of my species, from time 
immemorial, has never done any thing 
— ^learn, that I am a lady, and have no 
desire to derogate from my distinguished 
rank, nor to demean myself> so as to 
become industrious. My ancestors have 
transmitted to me (and I will preserve 
it) the noble priviledge of living to do 
nothings and from the cradle to the 
grave, I will support my calm tran- 
quillity 3 I have not yet done any things 
and I never will do any thing." 

The 
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The Man provoked, takes his band- 
kerchief and drives away the haughty 
inse^ from the sweet flavoured fruit, 
and thus replied — " Begone ! far from 
hence, proud creature ! Dost thou not 
know that Nature has not placed any 
being on the theatre of the world to 
be idle there, and a vain burthen. 
Could you have sucked the sweet 
ne6lar of that fruit, had not an in- 
dustrious husbandman by his labour 
and sweat of his brow cultivated the 
earth and planted that tree ? What 
would become of the social tie that 
unites mankind, if every one thought 
like thee. — Begone ! your fate is not far 
off I thou wilt shortly behold yourself 
driven from all tables and from all 
houses, and obliged to die in a corner, 
the objeft of scorn, and covered with 
dust." 
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JEUNE LECTEUR. 



MON but dans ce petit ouvrage liest fas 
de vans apprendrenen de nouveau, nide 
'vousparler de vos devoirs Ofvec le langage de 
/« severite ', vous les connaissez deja sans 
doute ces devoirs agreahles de votre age W 
de voire destination^ ^ peut-ttre mime lis 
avez'vous remplis jusqu a present antec sou- 
mission ^ dodlite 5 mais que je serais beu" 
reux si J en vous foumissant des materiaux 
toifrreficchir, je pouvais ennoblir vos prin- 
1 2 eipes. 
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c'ifes, & ^fOisfyire entendre le latigage de la 
raison, en madresfotU a Kfo^e cceur, 

Vesprtt nest pas la seuJe faculte que 
vous ayez a culttver, il faut que Ttdee de 
<voire destination tsf de votre honheur vous 
occufe ferpetueUementi ^ par consequent 
que vos etudes, <vos succes, vas plaisirs ^ 
'vos peinesy sqyent diriges. 

Quel art! quel tdUni! ne croyez, pas 
que vous soyez incapable de le posseder ; 
continuez a vous laisser guider avec confix 
ance pas la main qui vous conduit, & a 
toutes les mkbodts que la tendresse, TiaJus* 
trie i^ U %ele qui vms entourent, jemplM^ai 
pour voire avancenunt, j(agnes& Tiwportan^ 
avantage de la r}fiexwn i vous verre% que 
rien ne mms enridnt mitoM que de nous re^ 
garder jwus-xnhnes, ^ de connahre Ja source 
de ms ieniimem l£ deiws cffe&om* 

Fmti 
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Fous iprouvtrez que quandonsait rcnirer 
en soi'tn^mey on nen sort jamais que meiUeur 
ou dispose ^ le devenir. 

Lise% tit feuilletez cet alphabet de peiu- 
sies, Le sage lit toujours avec flaisir un 
cuvrage quilsait devoir rSveiller en hi dlf" 
Jkeni sentimens, fsT dont Tutilite tif la since- 
rite font le merite j mais sacbcx cboisir vos 
motnens, ceci nest un aliment que four 
votre coeur, tSf ce rCest point quand voire 
amour prof re aura besoin detre Jiatte, ou 
voire esprit Hire amuses qu'ilfaudray re* 
courir ; faites comme Tbomme qui nayant 
pas f aim, ne mange pas a centre icms, ilne 
meprise pas une nourriture parce quelle est 
trop subsiantielle, il attend les aiguillons de 
I'appeiii, Aitendex done les besoins de voire 
coeur (Sf de voire raison. Des sentences con- 
cises qui partcnt de Finierieur dun bomme, 
trouvent toujours passage dans tinierieur dun 
^utre'^iSf quelquefois s*y 6tablissent. 

13 IL 
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IL faut que Tame quelqnefois, 
Au sein du tumulte arracb6e> 
Revienne sons son toit 
Trouver la ralson egaree j 
Malheureux qui craiot de rentrer 
Dans la retraite de son ame ! 
Lc c<JBur qui cherche k s'ignorer, 
Eedoute un censeur qui le bl^me > 
Peut-on la fuir & Testimer 1 
On n*6vite pas ce qu*on aime i 
Qui c*ose vivre avec eoi-meme, 
A perdu le dj'oit de s'aimer. 
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D'UNE FILLE SENSIBLE. 



1. 

J' A I troirv6 Ic secret de doabler Ics 
plaisirs qui me paraissaient petitg> 8c de 
diminuer les peines qui me paraissaient 
grandes. 

^. 
£n refiechissant^ ye me suis appergur 
que tout ce que j'appellais Gene, Force, 
-Contrainte, avait 6te sagement institue 
pour donner de la consistence ^ mes 
gouts, pour me faire contrader par des 

degr6s 
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degr^s insensibles I'habitude de TOrdre, 
de T Economic, & de la Subordination, sans 
Jaquelle on ne salt pas jouir de la vraic 
liberte. 

3. 

Le fruit de cette reflexion a et6 de 
me rendre juste & par consequent docile 
& reconnaissante pour la main qui me 
guides mes peines v6ritables se sont 
r^duites ^ un petit nombre & j'ai trouv6 
plus d'attraits sur les devoirs qa*on 
mlmpose. 

4. - 

Quand je n*ai pas de plaisirs, Tocctp- 
pation m*apprend ^ m'cn passer, & j'es- 
pere qu'il en viendra^ 

5- 
Quand j*ai du chagrin, j*esp^re qu*il 
se passera, & je me demande k moJ- 
m^me ce qu*est deyenu mon chagrin de 

Tannec 
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V^ait pailee— de la fiemaine pasa^^— 

taut s'eiskU dans TaubJi^ 

6. 

LEsperance 2l tant de vcrtu qu'elle 
pomrait notts iiituer jisstjci^ la ini dc la 
▼ic par \m cfaorain agr6ablc— 8c m^mc 
au'dela de la vie. 

7. 

Ld Patience est Tart d'attendre; le 
tems passe bien yite pour celui qui es- 
p^rc mienx Sc qui vit sur h lendemdn. 

8. 
J*ai trouve que dans mes chagrins^ le 
Courage me donnait plus de jessouice» 
que la Haison. 

9- 

Le courage me fait supporter roes 
dtigraoes ea me xeodant fiere Sc de- 
daigneuaej & tandb que je snis occop6e 

h, m6- 
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k m^priser mes petits malheurs, le terns 
sc passe & ma patience sc trouve re* 
compensee. 

10. 
On n*e3t pplnt malheureux pour etre 
contrari6 dans ses gouts, mais dans ses 
sattimms. 

11. 

. Nos gouts sont dies desirs & des ap» 

petits passagers qui partent de notre 

imagination ou de notre esprit ; les Sen- 

timem viennent des besoins du coeur. 

12. 

Une personne qui a une ame droite 
ti honn^te, & qui vit avec des gens in- 
justes, indelicats, ou corrompusy e^lt 
malheureuse. 

13. 

Une personne qui a de la sensibilit^; 
& qui vit avec d^ gens qui la ridicu* 

li8ent> 
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lisent^oQ qui euabusent, n*en connatssant 
ni la valeiir ni les effcts— est malheu- 
reuse. 

14. 
II faui done que j'apprenne k dis- 
tinguer mes gouts de mes sentimens, mcs 
caprices de mes besoins, & si je puis 
reussir ^ les faire marcher d*une mani^re 
conforrae ^ mes devoirs & ^ ma position, 
j'aurai trouve le fil de mon bonheur, 

15- 

Je pourrai devenir savante avec la 
science d*autrui^ mais je crois qu'on ne 
peat etre sage qu'avec sa propre sagesse. 

16. 

Le premier pas que je ferai vers la 
sagesse sera de me defier de moi-m^me, 
& de croire que je puis me tromper sur 
Testimation de mes plaisirs^ de mes 
peines & de mes torts. 

17. Rien 
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Rien ne m'a mieux appris k (feyenir 
raisonnable, que d'exarainer les sottises 
des autres & d'etre de bonne foi avec 
moi-ni^me quawd j'avais fait quelques 
faufes coatre la raison. 

18. 

ToKiteft left &>i9 (}iie je rentre en moi- 
meme- & (|u& je u*y tvauve ni eimui si 
reproche — ^voil^ un plaisir, 

Mais 8t je sens ipc Jai et^ boooe 
eixfos qticiqu'mxr qtze j'ai vemplf nses 
devoirs, que j'ai reu£si dans quelque 
travail, & que j'ai attire le contentement 
de ce qui jn'entourC' — en voil^ mille. 

20. 

Hcndre mallicurctrx cetix qui ont 
droit k notre reconnaissancr, perdre 

Testimc 
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restime de soi-m^me ou dcs autres — 
voil^ de vrais malheurs. 

21. 
AiDsi je vols que mes plaisirs k mes 
, peines sOnt en mon pouvoir, & qu'il nc 
tient qu'^ moi de les attirer, de les ap- 
precier, ou de les repousser. 
22. 
Nous ne ressentons nos plaisirs & nos 
peines qu*en proportion de notre amour- 
propre, & si je puis le regler, ou le lais- 
set reghrt j'augmenterai la sonime des 
uns & je diminuerai la somme d^s 
autres. 

23. 
Uamour propre est un flatteur cruel 
& bien injuste 5 non seulement il nous 
trompe sur ce qui est vraiment peine & 
chagrin, ma is encore il nous rend plus 
sensibles ^ des disgraces & ^ des coutra- 
rictc's qui sont douteuses & equivoques, 
K qu'A 
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qu 4 des plaisirs & k des agrem^ns ^i 
sont r6els & 6videns. 

24. 
Ainsi quand je me trompe dans mes 
jugemcna, c est ramour-propre qui ett 
est cause : je bl^me dans les autres des 
impatiences^ des inegalites de cara6tere 
que j'ai moi-m^me^ & dont je ne me 
corrige pas, parce qu*on a ordinairement 
de la peine ^ les avoutr, ou qu*on les 
voit sous Tapparence de quiblque biefj. 

25. 

L'impatience^ la vivacit6 & rexigeh(5e 
envers les autres/ tirous les regardons 
eotnme produitta pdur leai* atati^age -, 
^ue dts-je, nbus d6inT0DS qudquefbife 
quHls rc^<>ivent gaitehtent nos injustices, 
k qu'au lieu de s'en f^cher, ils nous en 
tiennent un compte de reconnaissance. 

26. Mon- 
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26. 

Montrez-rooi une jeune persoone qui 
s'aime sans borne ni nesure^ qui rapporte 
tout ^ d)e-iiitoe> qHt d^siFe que lous 
kshonneufs k \e»p\sd»Ts seient peur 
eHe 9cvt\c, qui n*ftwe Sc ae halt quo ce 
qui est eenfoniie ou coatralr^ si sm in* 
€linations> qui se fait le centre de tout* 
qui voudrait domiixer sur tout, & que 
chacun ne fut ocqup6 qu*^ la contenter> 
h la loucr,. ^ radnaircri faites moi con- 
naitre une telle personne;^ c*est une 
Egnste, ]e la in^priserai & la fulrai par- 
ceque surement elle sera orgueilleusej 
querelleuse, enviena^ en lui mot Tyran, 

T«Jt «D|««r-|ff^r9 qm tfffi P5» 

^clair6 & qui a 6t6 abandojM^ ^ IWr 

m^me sans avoir 6te manegk & assoupli 

K2 par 
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par la discipline & la contrainte> rend 
JEgoi'sTte. 

28. 
Celui qui est trop indulgent pour lui- 
meme, est ^ coup sur pcu coroplaisant 
•pour les aiitres: qui dit idolatre de 
fioi-m^me^ dit tyran des autres. 

Une fille bienfaisante & aimante se 
fait aimer pour ainsi dire de force, parce- 
,que tous les plaisirs qu^elle fait> tous le? 
services qu'elle rend^ sont aiitant de 
liens dent elle enchaine les coeurs. 

30. 

Celle qui se rejouit du bien qn'on 
iait h ses semblables, est presque aussi 
bienfaisante que celle qui en a fait 
elle meme. 

31. Mon«> 
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31. 

Montrcz-moi une jeupe pcrsonne 
{)oane Sc coxpplaisante^^ qui ne se re- 
fute pas de mes caprices^ qui support^ 
mes d6fauts sans aigreur* qui saobe 
menager mon amour propre sans le 
flatter^ entendre mon eloge sans en 
4trebli^6e, &qui interpr^te on bien 
rintentlon de mot paroles & de raea 
aBAoTM 'f }% rechercherai un tcl catac* 
tdre & jo me treuverai foro6e de raimer 
•^wnais n*ettH;e pas \k ce quo je doit 
^tre pour ^tre omMhk / 

30, 
Four que jVime uuo personnel i*exige 
qu*elle ait ces quality j mai« les autrea 
les exigent aussi de moi & sans cela, 
oil sont mes droits & mes titre9 pour 
plaire ? 

K3 33. Per- 
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33. 

Pcrsonne nest aime gratuitement ; 
plus les qualites par lesquelles nous 
plaisons sont solides & estimables, plus 
les senti mens que nous inspirons, sont 
solides & estimables. 

34. 

II y en a qui se f(mt aimer presque 
sans efforts ; tant mieux ! D*autres ont 
plus de'roideur dans le cara^ere» il leur 
faut du travail & de la contrariety ; 
xnais aussi on doit ^re pins indulgent 
envers eux & letir savoir gre des efforts 
qu'ils ont faits. Mais malheur k celles 
qui ont des efforts ^ faire pour etre bon* 
nes, elles n*ont de ressource que dans 
leur esprit & leur beaut6. 
35. 

Mais on se lasse de Tesprit, on s'ac- 

coutume k la beaute -, on ne peut done 

pas y compter. 

36.Ce 
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36. 
Ce ne sont pas les personnes les plus 
instruites k qui ont le plus de talens, 
qui plaisent le plus, mais celles qui 
savent exister pour les autres & les faire 
valoir ; en un mot celles qui sont bon- 
nes k aimables. 

37. 

Voulez-vous etre bonne ?— Aimez ^ 
faire du bien. Voulez-vous etre ai- 
mable ? — cherchez h plaire, & ^ rendre 
con tens de vous & d*eux-memes tous 
ceux que le hazard ou les convenances 
de la societe vous forcent de rencontrer. 

38. 
Voulez-vous qu*on vous aime ? — ren- 
dez-vous digne d'etre aimee. Voulez- 
vous qu on vous estime ? n'aimez que 
ce que vous devez aimer. 

39. n 
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II ne faut qu*&trc beau pour aroir 
des admirateiurs^ mm U favt &tr« io» 
pour avoit des amia. 

40. 

Quel est celui que tout le monde aime 
& recherche, ^ qui on se fie, qu'on ex- 
cuse dans sea torts k qu'on plaint dans 
ses nialhcurs ?— c*est celui qui est bon, 
£tre boUy est la quality des dieiux i \^ 
BQnt6 est Timage des dieux aur la 
terrc 

4K 
La boDt6 ne consiste pas seulement k 
ne pas faire de mal, c*est une bonte 
negative & passive, elle doit ^tre a6tive 
& faire du bien, 

42. 
La veritable bomt^ ne 9e borne pa$ i, 
^tre bienfaisant & oificieuz envers nos 

parens 
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parens ou nos amis, ii ne faut pas etre 
insouciant ni indifferent pour tout le 
reste des hommes— la v6ritable bont^ 
est charitable. 

43. 

J'ai appris en deux mots jusqu'oil 
doivent s'etendre mes bons offices envers 
ceux qui m'approchent ; en voici la 
mesure : // faut que je leur fosse tout ce 
q^eje voudrais quils mefisse7a\ si done je 
veux qu'ils s'occupent de moi & qu'ils 
nie fassent valoir» il faut que je com- 
mence moi-meme par les rendre contens 
deux. 

44. 

Rien n'est plus rare que la veritable 
bont6 5 ceux-memes qui croyent en 
avoir, n'ont d'ordinaire que de la com- 
plaisance ou de la faiblesse^ nul ne 
Q3erite le titre de boo sll n*agit adi- 

vement ; 
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45. 
Le vraie bont£ coasiste dans rinclina* 
tk>a ^«*oii a ^ a'Haer ms seas^l^Ueay i 
excttser leun cl6fhut9> d pardamier leors 
Tices^ ft interpreter leujri a^tloqs do la 
raaniere la plus favonible, k lea stipportar 
& h leur faire du bien )ora m^ne qvi*U 
nV a aucun retour k attendrei^veiM 
ce qui rend, les homines bona. Qoel- 
qu*e8prit» quelqnea talens qn'ay^it UB 
homme ou une femmet on ne peat 
s*attacher k eux s*il9 ne son! outre cda 

46. 
Aprds la Bont6^ la Modeatie cat la 
phi8 engageante & la plus desirable da 
tontes ks quality } H medestle, elle 

seole 
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Mule pourrait faireun merite, ellc poiir- 
rait tenir lieu dc beaut6 & suppl6er aux 
tatend qn*oti ii*& pas ; or quels charmes 
n'Si-t-ell6 pas qtiand elle brills stir une 
pbidiomoinie gracifeuSt & quand die ortic 
^talebs naissansl 

47. 
La modestie est au merite ce qu*ane 
gaze 16gere est jk la beaat6 5 elle pent 
OD diminuer Teclat en appareace, inais 
elle en rehausse \c prix d^ns la r^- 
lit6. 

Avtc de gtmdt talLem, bh peitt {rlaiiie 
fti jmteftftt &' flattcfr r^mottr propre deft 
autres -, tnors }a m4>destie, elle seule pro- 
dutt un effet bien plus grand, pulsqti*elle 
interesse le coeur & y fait naltre une 
admiration & un re$pe6t qui ont quelque 
chose de divin. 

49, Vous 
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i 

tJne personne modeste agit uniment 
&: sans fagon, dc cherchc point k se 
faire vaioir, ne mendie pas les ap- 
plaudissemensj quand on lui en donne 
pour des choses qu elle ne merite pas, 
elle n en est que m6diocrement toucbee, 
& quand on les lui refuse injustcment, 
die ne se f ache pasj elle n*a pas une 
haute id^e de son merite, elle rend 
justice avec plaisir h celui des autres,' 
elie les loue sans repugnance quand lis 
ont fait quelque chose de louable, &: 
cntend sans envie les eloges qu on leur 
donne -, k mon avis, il n'y a qu'une arae 
bien faite qui soit capable de tels sen- 
timens. 

50. 

La base de lout merite solide est la 
Bonte & la Sagesse; avec la bont6 

00 
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en fait du bien^ k avec la sagesse on 
evite Ic maj. 

51. 
he iiial» c*e8t tout ee qui g mi in« 
QP2l?emeflt<^{# qui/iiii U lumdre. 

La grande science 4e savoir $i uoe 
chose a des inconvenieQi^ o^t appellee. 
Prudence, Jugement, Sagesse ^ & comment 
peut-on acquerir ce talent prccicux, 
.cette perfe^ion du bon sens qui nous 
fait pr«iroir quel aera ie resultat de nos 
a&ioui ?--f>ar to Biflmon k rBxperunce. 
<— Mai9 poitr avoir beaucoup observ6, 
il faut avoir bcaucoup st k v6cu, k ce 
n'est point le ca« de« jeunes gens j on 
ne dcvrait done pas exiger quails soient 
prudensni sages ?'leurs fautes son t in- 
evitables! on devrait done toujours 
IcuT pardonncr ? 

L 53. T^ 



d by Google 



C 106 ] 

53. 

La sagesse des gens qui ont vecu 
est de pr6voir le futur par le passe ; la 
sagesse des jcunes gens est de se sou- 
mettre au pr6sent par la docilite & la 
confiance. Dans les vieux, la sagesse 
est une idee ; dans les jeunes gens, elle 
doit ^tre un sentiment. Les vieux sont 
sages par la iSte, les jeunes — ^par le 
coeur. 

54. 

Savoir se soumettre h la n£cessit6j 
savoir ob6ir aux autorites qu*on ne peut 
contr61er9 avoir le d6sir de bien faire 
lors m^e quon n*en a pas le goiit, voil^ 
le cara^re d*une grande ame. 

55. 
Faire promtement ce qu*on doit faire, 
quand on doit le faire & comme on doit 

le 
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le faire, voil^ le caradere des esprits 
sages & henreux. 

56. 
Dl^ferer ou mal faire^ c*eat prolonger 
k doubler la peine qu*on 6prouve en 
le faisant, & s*il faut finir par faire ce 
qui r^pugnait^ on est insens^. 

57. 

L' Ennui n*est autre chose que le d^faut 
de sentir &de penser ; ainsi le meilleur 
remade est de se donner 4 tontir & k 
penser. 

58. 
Mais mes essais sont inutiles ! Tout cq 
qui est de mon choix me paralt insi- 
pide — arretez, ne choisissez pas 5 on ne 
trouve de go{lt ^ rien quand le goftt est 
malade> mais jettez-vous dans vos de- 
voirs ) si en les remplissant vous ne 
L 2 trouvez 
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iroQvez pas de p1aisir» attendez quils 
soient remplis & alors interrogez-vous. 

59. 
Faire des effbrtsrsans reussir^ annonce 
seulement de hi faiblesse. Ne pas vou- 
loir faire d*eiFort9, marque de la sottise ; 
& avoJr pcur de faire des efforts contre 
8ol-m^me« est un signe de llchetc. 

60. 
Ah I 81 DOQt Mvioos combtea est 
grand le plaisir qn'oa £prouTe un mo- 
mt%k% apiis »'ttrt Yainca, noua n*6patg^ 
nerions rien^ & ne laisserions 6clupper 
nuciine occasion de le faire. Cette satis- 
fadion est aussi grande que tons les 
plaisirs de la vertn r6anis ^ cenx de 
r amour 'i>Topre. 

6l. 

Qu 7 a«t-il en eifet de plus glorieui 
Ic de plus flatteur que d'etre maitre dd 

soi- 
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9oi-meme k de pouvoir dire, " je com- 
mande k mon corps 8c h mes inclinations, 
& je ne suis pas le vil esclave de la partie 
la plus mat6rielle de moi-m6me." Qu'- 
cst-ce que la vertu & la sagesse quand il 
n'y a pas cu d'efforts k faire ? OCi est 
]a merite d*une militaire qui n'apas6t6 
au combat, & d*un pilotequi se laisse con- 
duire par son yaisseau sans r^sister aux 
vents & aux courans ? 

62. 

II rij a personne de plus h plaindre 
que celui qui a la liberte de satisfaire ses 
go{lts avant d'avoir appris k 1^ r6gler, 
parceque. ne pouvant pas toujours y 
reussir, un seul contretems lui parait 
cruel & raffedbe au point de troubler ses 
autres plaisirs. 

63. 
J'ai entendu dire k une demoiselTe 
libre de faire tout ce qu'elle voulait, (& 
L 3 qui 
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quine voulait que ie dii9ftiper& s*UDUser,) 
qum miUea mtmt des plaiurs & des 
distra£tioiM agr6ablcs de la society, die 
6prouvait souvent un grand Etumi ; que 
lea intervalles 6taient cruels, & que ka 
coDtre-tenu lui donoaient de rhumeur 
pendant plnaieurs jours; qu'enfia elle 
serait morte de chagrin sons Vbeureuse 
distraction d'etre malade* 

64. 

Je plains cette pcrflonne> & si je pre- 
nais int^r^t h sa position, je loi aouhai- 
terais linfluence de qoelque force 
etrang^re qni lui impo&it dea devoirs si 
remplir & des acquisitions ^ ^re— tine 
udcsssiU'f. nne maiun k un but, 

65. 

Les maladies de la volonte ne se gn£^ 
rissent que par la dependence k tbe 
autorit^. 
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66. 
On ne rend du ton ^ use oorde qu'ea 
la resserrant. 

67. 

Arez-vous bcBoio de diatnSAon <kx» 
▼OS degoChts ? — ^Jctttfa^yons dans Toccti- 
pation. — ^Avez-yotu beioin de plaiiirs^ 

— Cherchez-les dans le succes de vos 
occupations. 

68. 
It n y a je veritable occupation^ que 
celle qui est utile ou necessaire. — Quand 
une fois on cherche dans ses occupations 
celles qui s accordent le mieux avec la 
paresse^ le travail meme n*est bientot 
plus qu*une paresse pour ne pas faire ce 
qui est de devoir. 

69. 

Ost doDc qnelquefois un sotiLait 
t^noenure que de d^sirer use liberty ft 

une 
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unc independance totale puisqu'irfaul 
tant de sagesse pour s*en scrvir. 

70. 

On reconnait le sage & le fou ^ leurs 
souhaits, & le bon & le m6chant ^ 
Titttentum de leurs soubaits. 

71. 

Nous sommes des ^tres si faibles & si 
l^ers, que si nous sommes abandonnes 
^ nous-memes pour le choiif & la duree 
de nos occupations, nous finissons par la 
sati6tc, le desoeuvrement & la mauvaise 
humeur. 

72. 

II nous faut des devoirs, oui des 

devoirs! — H61as je le prononccrai, 

& je me sens forcee den convenir, 

a nous faut une puissance prise bors 

de 
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^ ooos-m^mes pour nous les faire 
observer, 

73. 
Noos iommes tojets non sc^Jement 
A devenir iiidiffi6reos rar Tactrait de noi 
devoirt» mais tattoe tax potre fNropre 
mt6itt«*-lieimut sotit ceox qui ont dea 
amis qui leur apfrmnttU ^ Touloir— qui 
\e»forcMt ^ youloir« 

74. 

Mille fois plus heureux ceux qui sont 
dans une position oft ccttc contrainte 
est douce ic raisonn^e \ d^ ils trouvent 
des encouragcmens dans leurs efforts, 
dc I'indulgence dans leurs manqucrtiens, 
& de la gloire dans leurs succis. 

75. 

Mais DC suis-je pas moi-mftme envi-* 
ronnee de persoouea dont rixU6r&t cs| 

de 
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dc m'aiaier, dont la gloire est de m am6* 
liorer, & dont le plaisir est de m*instruire» 

76. 

Si vous m^ demandez un mojen de 
voas amuscr & de vous distraire> d*iii- 
t6re9ser les autres- & de vous en falre 
admirer, je vous dirai: vous le trou- 
verez dans Tamour du travail & des talens, 
& dans Taccomplissement volontaire dea 
devoirs de votre position. 

n. 

Mais dites-vous, vous n*^tes pas tou- 
jours bien disposee ^ le falre avec goiit* 
& cela ne depend pas de vous !— c^est 
vrai — ^mais faites par habitude & par 
raisoh ce que vous ne pouvez pas falre 
par inclination \ le godt vous en viendra 
peut-6tre — S'il ne vient pas, demandez- 
le ^ cclui qui pcut vous Tenvoyer— 
Jrafphip an vous ouvrira, 

78. De 
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78. 

De tous Ics services que Tetude m*a 
rendus, celui que j*admire le plus est de 
111 avoir einp^ch6 de penser que je -pou- 
vais ^tre plus heureuse, 

79. 

Toutes les sciences qui ne m*appren« 
nent ni a mieitx penser ni ^ meux fatre^ 
Je ne les regarde que comme des talens 
agr6ables & subaltemes. A quoi me 
servent toutes sortes dinstrudions, si 
elles ne me rendent plus heureuse ? Que 
me sert-tl d*avoir I'estomac plein d*ali- 
mens, sUls ne dig^rent, s'ils ne se trans- 
forment en moi, s'ils ne m*augmentent 
& ne me fortiffent ? 

80. ' - 
Ce n*est pas ce qu 'on avale, qui nour- 
rit) c'est ce qu*on digere. Ce n'est 

point 
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point ce qu*on apprend, qui instruit ; 
c'cat ce qu*on reticnt. 

81. 

F^tes que vos etudes eoulent dans 
vos mceurs, & que tout le profit de vos 
le6bures se tourne en vcrtu. 

82. 
Je lae rsppelle ce que diaait un plii-^ 
losophe Romain co parlaot des fcienctts : 
<< Elles out fait ralimeot de nu jeooenct 
maintenant elles me eoo$c4«nt dao» rad** 
yemt6. EUes ont fait mea d^licea i la 
aiiapfigoe, ne m^embarraasaient point 
^ la ville & me servaient de guides k de 
cocnpagooQs dans mes voyages.** 

83. 
On deraandait ^ un philosophe Grec, 
quelle difftrcnce il nicttait cntre un 
^mmc instruit & un ignorant 5 il re- 

pondit : 
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(^ondit; ''cnroycz-Ica tons deux en pays 

Strangers, & vmis rapprcndrct." Cc 

philosophe servit ud jour de preuve ^ 

sa reponsej je me souviens d'avoir lu 

qu'ayant 6te jett6 par une temp^tc sur 

un riragc 6tranger, il se rcndit dans la 

premiere ville avec ses oonipagnons, & 

6tant entr6 dans une 6coie, il y parU 

si bien qti*on le combla de presens^ Be 

<]ue bient6t il fut en <tat de founiir ce 

qni £tait n^cessaire h ceax qui avaient 

fait Daufrage arec lui. Ceux-ci ayant 

Toaln rctonrner dans leur patrie, de- 

mandfcrent an phiiosopbe ce qu'il vonlait 

mander k ses amis 3 il les chargea de 

cclte commission : *' Recommandez-leur 

" ds ma part iettseigner de bonne beure a 

" letirs enfam a se munir de biens &f d$ 

•* f revision quipmssent braver les tempStesT 

-»£n effet TEducation 5: Tlnstrudion 

8ont des richesses qui conservent leur 

M valeur 
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valeur dans tous les ^ys, & que Ie& 
malheurs ne peuvent enleYcr. 

84. 

Je crois que les personnesqui cult! vent 

serieusement les sciences, ont le ca- 

ra6tere plus apprivoise & plus adouci 

que les autres. L^Etude fait eclore & 

retient dans nos ames ces sentimens 

purs & delicats dans lesquels consiste 

la vraie vertu 3 car unc jeune personne 

qui a du go^tpour les talens, quelles 

que soient d'ailleurs ses faiblesses, il 

est rare qu*elle ne soit au moins hcmnite. 

Le pli qu elle a prispour la reflexion doit 

naturellement la rendre d'un cote moins 

ambitieuse & moins interessee» & dc 

I'autre, plus attentive ^ ses devoirs & 

aux bienseances regues; car r6tude 

au lieu d'avoir emouss6 en elle le godt 

des choses honnetes, dojt au contraire 

lui 
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lui avoir donne un nouvcau d6gr6 de 
sensibilite. Qaant ^ moi, je sens tous 
> les jours que Tetude, en m'6clairant sur 
mcs vrais besoins, m'a retii:c ceux qui 
xi*etaient que fadices & m*a fait jouir 
doubiement de la satisfa6lion de ceux 
qui 6taient r6els. 

85. 

Les besoins sont des desirs de posseder 
ce qui nous manque 3 si ce que nous 
d6siron8 a des inconv6niens, noils som- 
mes insens6s. S'il ne nous est pas pos- 
sible de I'obtenir, nous sommes cruels 
envers nous-m&mes en nous causant des 
d6plaisirs volontaires. 

86. 

Kotre corps, notre esprit, & notre 

coeur ont chacun leurs besoins. Ceux 

du corps sont de manger, de travaillef, 

de se reposer. Ce sont d'utiles distrac- 

M 2 tions 
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lions qui, cti se succedant Jcs lines ao^ 
autres, nous cmp^chent dc nous coftSii- 
mer ^ faire le mfeme exercicc i & ce que 
jadmire Ic plus, c est qu« ccs inQom- 
modit^s apparcntes fiont la source dc 
milleplaUirequandoaics satisfait con- 
venablement, 

87. 

Je nc travaille, ne joue & ne mange 
volontiers qu'autant que les besoins m> 
ont excit6e pu provoqu6c par Icurs ai- 
guillons. 

86. 
Lea besoins de lesprit 5c dc rimagi- 
nation sont la curk)sit4 roccupation & 
le desir de s'instruire. . 

89- 

L'imaginatiou quand ellc est r£gI6c 
dcvient unc source precieuse de.jouis- 
sapce, en nous d^uant une vari^te infi- 

nie 
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nie de go^it & en nous fourniflant souvent 
Taptitude necessaire pour les satisfaire 
avec succes 3 car rimagination exercee 
& appliqu6e sur les sciences rend natu- 
rellement adroit, industrieux & patient | 
elle nous tient perp6tuel]ement en adi- 
vite & nous feit oublier les privations de 
notre ^ge^ mais abandonn6e^ elle-m^me, 
elle nous donnerait des gouts & des 
desirs que nous ne pourrions pas tou- 
jours satisfaire> & qu*il est peut-^tre bien 
important pour notre bonheur de ne 
pas satisfaire. 

90. 

C*est done un bonheur pour nous 
qu on ait fixe ^ notre imagination une 
sphere determinee dans la carriere des 
sciences, oh elle pent exercer son a6ti- 
vite & sa vigucur sans inconveniens» & 
pour notre propre profit. 

M3 91. Nous 
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Nona pouvons faire tcmrner les ■^riii, 
m6me les arts m6caniqae8y i notre bon- 
beur; car, qaand Tesprit est fatigu^ 
im malade^ c'cst aa corps i travaillcr, 
si non I'esprit retombe sor iui-ni^me 8c 
J fait naitre Tennui & Ic chagrin. 

Le seul trarail des mains rend le 
peuple content & beareux. Exarainez 
cet artisan dans wn atelier j you9 
le trouverez gai & content) oubtiant 
ses peines domestiques/ ses allarmes sur 
sa vie future, sur rexistence de ses en- 
fans; vous le verrez adroit, industrieuXi 
patient, ^conome & traitable. Mais en- 
suite examinez-le bors du lieu de son 
travail, lorsque dans les jours d*oislvet6 
son imagination retombe sur elle-m6me, 
le fardeau en est ai pesant qu^il n*est 

pas 
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pas capable de le supporter, U se tent 
pour aiasi dire oblige d'aller hors de sa 
maisoo, B*oublier & s*£tourdix daos des 
diFertissemens bruyans, oi!i il perdra tou- 
tes les bonnes qualit6s de la semaine, 8c 
oil 11 se moDtrera prodigue ou turbulent^ 
& peut-^tre debauche. 

93. 

Le travail des mains devient queU 
quefois une plus grande ressource cen- 
tre le chagrin, que les meilleures maxi- 
mes de morale -, nous sommes de vraies 
machities m^caniques, le mouvement du 
corps nous fait oublier les troubles de 
Tame, & nous aurons probablement une 
bonne portion de ceux-ci dans le cours 
de notre vie. 

Les plaiisirs que ks jeunes person 
nes recueillent de beaux arts & des 

difr6rente8 
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differentes 6tudes auxquelles elles se 
livrent communement, ne sont adres- 
s6s qu*i leur imagination, & quelques- 
uns en petit nombre, k leur coeur ; 
mais quand Timagi nation sera refroidie 
ou inqui^te, quand le coeur sera malade 
ou agite par les passions, tqut aliment 
de cette espdce deviendra insipide 5 les 
arts m^caniques seront alors une re^- 
source precieuse & unique. 

95. 

Je connais maintenant cette grande 
verit6, verite qui est une idee neuve 
pour moi, c'est que certains travaux du 
corps arr&tent &c suspendent les opera- 
tions de notre pen see -, k que quand on 
n'a h penser qu*^ des choses desagreables, 
c'est un grand bonheur de pouvoir 
8*exempter de penser du tout. 

96, Left 
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96. 

Les besoins du cceur sont I'amour de 
nos semblables^ la Confiance, la Re- 
conn aissance, rAiniti6. — A proportion 
que nous satisfaisons ces diffiSrens be- 
soins, nous sentons au-dedans de nous- 
m^mes un plaisir qui nous les fait 
aimer. 

Les coeurs sensibles seraient bien 
vuides si on en retirait le besoin d'aimer 
ceux k qui ils appartiennent, & le plaisir 
d'obliger de pardpnner. 

98. 
J*ai appris ^ distinguer trois sortet^ 
d'amitie« : celle de Tesprit entre les pcr- 
sonnes qui s amusent, celle de carad^re 
entre les personnes qui seplaisent, 5c celle 
de coeur entre les personnes qui s'ai- 
ment, — ^Dans la premiere j*^prouve 1« 

plaisir 
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plaisir d'etre amusiSe ou instruitc 3 dans 
la seconde celai d'etre toleree & sup* 
portee 5 mais dans la troisieme j eprouve 
des sentiniens plus nobles qui m*inte- 
ressent & m'^meuvent, j'y trouve un 
appui que je chercherais inutilement 
ailleurs. 

99- 

Parmi toutes celles qui se disent mes 
amis de coeur> montrez m'en une seule 
qui malt almee la premiere sans in- 
teret> qui ait fait tout pour moi sans 
retour 5 une seule qui ait pu supporter 
constamment mes defauts sans jamais 
se rebuter de m'aimer} une seule en 
qui je puisse avoir assez de confiance 
pour deposer me& peines, mes chagrins, 
mesfaiblesses! — &en qui je puisse trou- 
ver de la tendresse, de Tindulgence^ de^ 
avis — une seule enfin qui soit int6ressec 
^mepardonne, a etrc discrete l^^i vouf 

me 
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me montrez cette veritable amie> jecrbi- 
rai ne pouvoir jamais ^tre malheureuse, 
je raimerai de toutmon c<eur, je Tado- 
rerai — je ferai tout pour clle— ricn ne 
mc coCitera pour conserver un tel tncsor; 
je sacrifierai tout ce qui me plait & sup- 
porterai ce qui me contraries peines, 
chagrins, degoiits,tout — pour luiplatre,-^ 
Mais I — ^n*ai-je pas le bonheur de pos- 
86der cette amie si rare & si pr6cieuse ? 
oui!*— ^ ce tableau je reconnai^—x^a 
mire I — oui, c*est ma mere 1 — Mon coeur 
Tavait toujours reconnu, mais aujour* 
d'hui c*est une d6couverte de ma raison 
qui me fait appr6cier la valeur de mon 
tresor. 

100. 

Oui ! — j'aimerai mille fois avantage 
ma m^re ! Sentimens, travail, conduite, 
tout lui exprimera mon amour. — L'aimer 
sera le premier besoin de ce coeur sen- 
sible 
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sibic que j*ai rc^a d*dfe — l*aittier, %er» 
pour moi an plaisir, It pour ellG-^^nn ton- 
betu^-^FtLyttydi^T^mc^ de derant moi, 
TOUS> etinois, ooturan^t>6s & chagrinsy 
qui porties autrefois le nom de mal- 
hears. Sembiablc^ k ces vapeurs legeres 
qui s'exbalent & s'aa^antiisent au lever 
du soieil^ TOin wrcK r6daits k rien de- 
vant la luiDi^re d^uoe rakoa naismitA 
qui saura dor6navant vous appr6cier« 
Vous ne pouvez scipporter le grand jour : 
ailes, ailez vous coafoer dans lea t6n^ 
bres de ces inteUtgeooes pia^riles, de oes 
ames vuides ^ £ubles qoi se laisseoC 
abattre par la moindre hnpression, & 
qui n'auront pas eprouvc comme aioi— • 
ia glmre de hs avoir mefrises. 
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.CONSOLATIONS ADRES.SrES A 
' UNE'JEUNE PERSONNE SUR 

LA MORT SUBITE D£ SON 

AMIS, 

AM £ sensible, qui rien ne peut dls- 
traire» je viens miler mes larmes zwx 
yotres & les rendre plus deuces, en les 
faisant couler ensemble. Non, ne re^ 
fusons point ce juste soulagement^ une 
douleur que la vertu & Tinnocence 
malheureuse viennent de provoquer 
dans nos coeuts. Helas, Grand Dieu, tes 
d6cret8 sont-ils si rigoureuxl Frappes*ta 
«i cruellement ceux que tu aimes 1 

Pourquoi nous inspires tu dj^s 8ehti-> 

mens d'admiration pour la vertu & la 

candeur, & pourquoi enleves-tu du mi- 

N2 lieu 
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lieu de nous ces plus belles images de ta 
divinit6 \ 

Obi, Jgtih atait €{€ ret^tne de tn 
Biain g^n^rettse de oes ' charmcB qui 
tmbellissent la natoxe huimiiie, & qui 
1b rapprochent de celle des ajigca 3 Tin- 
nocence & la candeur de son ame brll- 
latent danar ses y€\x% 3 son ^ront calme & 
serein nous ofRrait tihe image de ces 
consciences pures Ic'^aisibles que Fidde 
rt^me du nsal n'avait pai souilliSes, k 
que la 'seufee modesti« pouvsut fairo 
rohgir. ' 

ScB levfca imioeeBtes a'aTakftt jaoMli 
icrvi au^ rt^kuh^ i YhvaadWi 01c ilia 
m^diaaoce > axin yamm on n*en a lenten- 
dp iortir que cette v6rit6 ingenue & 
CMirante ^ut infi|Mre k eottfiaiice> ou 
«i68 fudtet douccB £w agy^blas ^uii eit«- 

tagantVaiiutii. 

Tons 
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Tous ces dons pr^cieux tu les lui 
avals donnes, k en un instant tti la re-* 
tires da milieu de nous ! 

Mais, Seigneur, si jereconnais ici ta 
main lib^rale^ ne dois-je pas aussi re- 
counaltre qu*elle a ete sage ? La vie, la 
mort & le bonheur t*appartiennent ; & 
retirer de ce monde les etres faits potir 
y etre churls, n'e$t peut-^tre uu malbeur 
que pour les amis qui les perdent 3 car 
itue ame pure & dtgne de paraltre de- 
vant toi« ne peut 7 avoir €t6 appellee 
que pour jouir de tes nouvelles faveurs. 

Cesse done, O ! ame affllgec, d'arroser 
cette tombe de^ larlnes am^res du re- 
gret :— ou .s? ce f>esoin d'es coeurs scn- 
sibles, si ce tribut du ^ ceux qu*on aime, 
nest pas encore satisfait, donne quel- 
ques 6pancbem€ns d ta douleur; mais 
ensuite couvre de fleurs ces depouilles 
N 3 terrestresj 
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terrcstres^.eleve tes regards & tes pen- 
86e8 vers le lieuoii deipeure I'Arbitre dea 
Homines; c*est \k, oui c'est 1^, qa*est 
retourn6e la vertu dans le s6jour d*o& 
die 6tait parttc. Adorej dans le silence 
ic dans le respedt, ka ydk)ni6s & lea dea« 
seins du P^e des Justes— ^4kie le soun 
venir de celle qa*il avait plae^e d G6t6 
de i(A, soil toujours accoiDpagn6 du 
d6sir de Ymii^r, he que la aeration 
qu*il vtcBt d'en €rdonnei:,t9 rappclle sans 
cesse.que sadcstinie k 1* licane pent 
vcot 6ue la Koime, puisqvie JSle du mim 
Per$ tu ftHS itr$ admu du mime birhage. 
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SNCOURAGEMEKT AUX J E U- 
N£S PERSONNES DANS L'e- 
TAT DE S0UM1S8ION ET 
I>E HETRAITE ADOPTe 
DANS LEUR EDUCATION — 
DANS LA FICTION ALL^- 
CORIQJLTE DELA ROSE ET 
PUBUISSON. 

A P O L O G UE, . 

UNE Rose vcrmcille cntoar6e d'c* 
pines sauvages & cacheeclans unBuisson 
6pai9, commengait k £earir, semblable 
k une vierge timide. Lcs ronccs 6taient 
tcllement entrclac6es autour d'ellc, qu*^ 
peine la lumiere du jour pouvait y p6*- 
netrer. D6j^ son sein couleiir de pour- 
pre se faisait entrevoir k travers les ten- 
dres ouverturcs de son envelope, k an 

milieu 
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milieu des ombres paisibles da Buisson 
bienfaisant, elle croissait presque invisible, 
mais elle rCen etait que plus en suretL La 
jeune impatiente fiere de sa beaut6 vou- 
lait briller ^ decouvert au milieu des 
fleurs du prirtems, & elle commenga 
alors ^ accuser durement le Buisson de 
la tcnir en esclavage. Cruel & barbare, 
Fappella t-elle, de ce qu'il privait de 
la liber t6 son ^ge tendre & innocent, & 
la laissait ainsi vieillirdans une horrible 
prison, sans gloire, sans utilite, sans 
raison. — " Tais-toi, lui cria le Buisson 
avec un ton austere, & pese mieux tes 
paroles frivoles, parceque c'est moi qui 
suis ta defence : si les rayons briilans 
du midi ne t ofiensent pas, qui est-ce qui 
te protege sous une verdure 6paisse ? 
Qui est-ce qui te defend contre Ics in- 
sultes des .troupeaux avides, contre les 
terap^tes & la rage furieuse de la grelc ? 
tais-toi & aime ta demeure rustique & 

inconnue i 
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iacoanue» parceque U terns de ta glotrs 
Ttist pas encore arrivi, & que ta Be Bai« paa 
combiea dedaDgers eovirouneraieot ton 
^ge tettdre & laiu experiences, si tuiuis 
seule expos6e au giaod air." 

La* Rose ae t6t> xnai^ die fr^mit en 
ae taiaant, elle 8*etend U se oontrate 
en Qulle contoraiooa de rage, & iovo* 
que Forage & la foudre &ur son cruel 
gardien. Mais alcHfs arrive uo viUageois 
, empress^ avec un fer ^ la main pour net- 
toyer )a prairie des plantes inutile8»& en 
un naoment la faulx cruelle abat le pro« 
tedenr fidek de la Rose. Alors la flenr 
ingrate, an lieu de pleurer, tressaille <be 
Joie '& regarde d'un air triomphant k 
sort de son bienfaitleur. Le Buiaaon 
abattu couvre le terrein de ses debris» & 
pour la premiere fois la vive lomi^e da 
jour p6n£tre sa verdure interieure. Alors 

la 
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la Rose ligcre, dclivr6c de ses entravcs, 
61evc sa tStc alti^re & superbe. Lc« ze* 
phirs du matin viennent fol^trer autour 
d*elle«le8oiseauxlasaluratde]eurs chants 
& r Aurore la couvre de ses perles trans- 
parentes. Mais b61as« avec quelle ra- 
pidity Vecoulent les heures du plaisir I 
b^las, combien sont inconstantes & in- 
certaines lesjouissances qu*il nousdon- 
-nel Voil^ que de loin une chei^Ue 
Vapper^oit & vient insolenunentgrixnper 
-sur sa tendre tige 8t y fait entrer sa dent 
avide. Bientot elle est suivie d'une sale 
'& Torace limace qui« toute d6goi&tantte 
d'une vile have, la rongc & la devore. 
3r(d6e par le soleil la miserable fleur se 
d6colore avant d etre parvenue k son 
enti^re beaute, & c*est en vain qu*elle 
appelle le Buisson k son secours. Bien- 
t6t pMe & dessech6e elle perd sa vigueur 
naturelle> ses feuilles se d6tachent k 

elle 
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die meurt avant son term.— O voui, 
jeunes ledeurs qui, sans experience du 
monde, vivez en pais & 8i!iret6 sous 
le joug d*une mere ou d*une amie sage 
& pr6voyante ; si jamais ce joug n6ces- 
sair^ yous paraissait dur & k charge*^ 
Regardez-yous dans la Rose, & il yous 
paraitra 16ger & agr6able. 
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L*OCCUPATl»W E«T KiCES-' 
g A ! a E A L ' H-b M ME : SI 

EX.LE EST AOltiABLE, C*EST 
0N PLATSIK.;— SI ELLE' 
EST UTILE, e'EST UN BON* 
HEUR. 

PASS]pt M vie i » fergcst ietjbeioins 
du corps $s^ les iat»£Edrey esttuae fonc- 
tion trap amaiale poar foatealer une 
ame m^le Ik n^le, Le boolKiir de cette 
vie depeodyengrande partie dir J'occu- 
pation^ R fioos £»ut on ob^ i pour- 
suivre & %\i^ pocM tienne continuelle- 
ment en a6tivit6, sai^s quoi le poids de 
notre existence retombe pesamment sur 

nous- 
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noufi-m&mes^*— Le desceuvrement n*a 
j«nau rien produit que debas&d'ig 
noble, & jamais line pourra rendre heu- 
reux qae ies creatures semblBbks ^ la 
Hmace dont je VM parler. Un de ccb 
vers industrieuK que la Nature semble 
avoir cr£cs pGur notre utilite &.notm 
adniiratioa, rassaii^ de nourriture Sc de 
sommeil, ^ait grimpe sur une branche 
d'arbuste pour y Uner sa toile d*or. 
Dej^ il avait cntrelace qk 6s Ik ies ills 
d61icat8 qui devaient supporter ton 6di* 
£ce> il travaiilait sans .rel&che exer^nt 
tout ce qu'il arait d^instind Sc d'adirite. 
Au-dessous de lui» sur le terrain humide, 
demeui'ait uae limace paresseuse qui pms- 
salt sa vie dans une vile oisivet^, au 
qiilieudtsplantesqni vegetaient autour 
d elle ; ^ pdne^vait-^ile fait un pas pour 
rerapHr sa lourde panse, qu'accablee de 
£itiguey die B*endorn)ait dans, un pro^ 
O fond 
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fond mibli. Un jour aj^nt ler^ sa teic 
plus haut qu i Tofdixiaire, quel ^c6kacle 
etonnant sofiie i ses jcnx! le ver in- 
dustrieux qui te toume & se rctoume 
sans oesse, fixe scs regards 3 cUe est sur- 
prise de voir un etre qui travaille avec 
tant d'ardeur & d*assiduite sans songer 
d manger &i8ereposer: *'oh!oh!dit- 
die (en faiiant un grand efibrt pour sor- 
tir de son engounUssement&pourparler) 
qui ^tes-vous ? Qui tous fait travailler 
avec tant d^empressement & de fatigue? 
Quelle grande^ recompense attendez- 
yous de vos suenrs ? Ne savez-vous pas 
que tandis que vous tous fatiguez & que 
vous uses votre corps de la sorte, qn*ik 
chaque instant le tems de la vie & dn 
bel ^ge 6*envolej & qu*^ la fin, la mort 
arrive. Avouez votre folic, 6 mal- 
heureuxy laissez-l^ votre travail vain & 
inutile, & venez pliiitot vous dissiper & 

vous 
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Tous divertir dans la prairie verdoyante 
^ Tombre du myrtc & du laurier, sous les- 
quels une fraicheur d61icieuse nous in- 
vite li reposer nos membres fatigu6s, & d 
nous oublier dans un doux sommeil.*' 

L*inse6te laborteax jettant h peine un 
regard de mepris sur la limace* r6pondit : 
'♦* cette vie a6Hve qui te parait si p6nible 
in*est plus chdre que ton repos, elle est 
pour moi une source de plaisirs, elle XDt 
condmra k un nouvel ordre de choses 
& k une condition plus noble & plus 
^lorieusei bientot mon corps sera rc- 
v^tu de plumes eclalantes & planeraau- 
dessas de la terre. Tu crois sans doute 
que la nature ne ta cr6e que pour rem- 
plir ta pause & te reposer; eh bieni 
jouis tranquillement de ton bonbeur> 
vil inse6te, jouis sans dangers & ^ns 
gloire de ton repos insipide^ tu ne seras 
O 2 • jamais 
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jamais qu*uDe limace meprisablc & obi- 
cure, oblig;ee de trainee ton corps dans 
la poussiere & dans la baye, & ensuite 
de inourir dans la- £ange.*' 

Ainsi il parla, mais la sotte limace 
se mit ^ rire, repHa sa t^te fattgiieis k 
s^endonnlt. ' . ^ 

Cependant le ver artiste commeDce i 
jouir du bienfait de son travail> une 
mi^tamorpliosie merveillense lui a doiilie 
une forme qui 6tonne ^ peine sa stupide 
voistne, qui se conbente d-<mvrirf ceil 8c 
de le refermer anssitot, pmir ne pas tirt 
aitisi distraite il pure perte* 

O vous, qui au milieu des lambrfi^ 
dores vivez dans Tabondance & (dans le- 
repos, si voiis ni6prisez les arts & les 
occupations utiles qtii seules peuvent en- 

noblir 
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noblir riiomroe, en lui donnant des sen* 
tkneos distingues & gdn^reux, & qoi 
lui font trouver dans Vexercice continael 
de ses facult6s un plaisir k un bonheur 
que ne connaltra jamais la 8ati6t6 d*une 
vie desQeuvr6e, sans but> sans m6rite & 
sans honneur— venez vous regarder dans 
la limace & appreonez qvLung *vi$ sans 
animation est la vu dun mort. 



03 
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nAturel a la jeunesse, 
mais ilfaut qu'll soit* 

CHOISI, PARCEQJLJ*IL PEUT' 
AVOIR DES IN CONVENIENS 
ET StRE SUIVI PE RE- 
MORDS. 

... A 

HEUREUX sont ccux qui peuvcnt 
soumettre leurs goCkt^ au jugement d*un 
ami bien intentionn£ qui 61oigne les in- 
quietudes & les itiialbeurs. C*est ce que 
nous fait voir la fabk de TEtrfant & de 
la Gu6pc. • "^ : * 

Un petit Enfant qui pHg^tL^it ^ peine se 
soutenirsur ses pieds^'ieQurait en sautant 
dans un jardin au milieu des fleurs du 
gazon. Une Guepe dor6e arm6e de son 
aiguillon vient voltiger autour de lui j 
I'Enfant s6duit par I'eclat dc Tor qui 

brilk 
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brlUe sur le corps de Tinsedte trompeur, 
veut aussitot en faire sa proie ; il lance 
sa main k demi fermee, mais le coup 
toinbe:en vain ; la 6u6pe s^envole plus 
Ido. Sourent les obstacles oe font qu*ir- 
nter 008 ^esirs k \e$ rendent plus vifs : 
r^ofant 66 mit alors k poursuivre Tin- 
se£te qui plus agile & plus experimeate 
8 eoATolai^ toujours plus loin j eo6n apr^s 
avoir bien circule & vpltige qk & lA, il 
vint se reposer dans le tendre sein d*une 
rose. L'Enfant qui le guettait> s'avance 
en silence, se hausse sur la pointe des 
pi(9dsy & sans perdre de tems, lance ra- 
pideracnt sa main k »ut Vinscde & sur, 
la rose. Mais alors la Guepe irritce ^. 
r^^cours h son aiguillon Be pejrce sax^ 
pitle la iDain qui Tenferme^; L'Enfant 
rQoiplit Tair de scs cris doujouxei;^, 
& tQtobe vi^n^ dc ion iHijir tem^ 
raire< . , . . . . . ^ 
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LE VRAI MiRITE AIME SO-U- 
VEKT A SE CACHER SOVS 
DES DEHORS HUMBLES £T 
GROSSIERS; IL SEMBLE 
FUIR LES ORNEMENS eLe- 
CANS DE LA PARURE £T 
1^£ LA BEAUT E. 

APOLOGUE. 

LIgnorance dc nous-memes cngen- 
dre toujours la pr^somption & rorg^eil ; 
noas ne m^prisons souvent les a aires 
que parceque nous avons une plus haute 
id^e de notre mertte que du leur ; non 
sealement nous les jugeons legerement, 
(nous donnant ^ peine k tems de les 
concaitre) mais nous soimnes bieu in- 

justes 
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justes ^ leur ^ard> en ne tronraot d« 
bon en eux que ce qui est conforme k 
oos gQiits & i nos opinions -, ce nest 
pas ce qui esi ban & utile que no^s 
aimoQSi mais ce qui dous plait, & c e&t 
1a une grande source derreuri auaoi 
cc ne sont pas toujours nos amis qu*U 
faut ecouter pour apprendre h nous ap- 
pr^cier ^ notre juste valeur: la politesse 
Sc ramiti6 leur Imposent des menagcr 
mens & des deguisemens, ou bien la 
ressemblance. & la conformite de leurs 
defauts avec les not res les rend aveugle^ 
& iut6resses h flatter. Mais c*est de la 
bouche.d'un ennemi que notre orguei| 
di provoque, que sortent quelquefois cef( 
traits Juoiineux de v6rit6 qui peuvent 
lious eclalxer, & que nous pouvons tour7 
npr k notre profit j c'est ce que je vai^ 
moQtrer dans la fidion suivantc. 

s 

• ^ SUR 
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SUE lc8 bords d*un misseau, aa mi- 
lieu d*un jardin fleuri, la Rose 8r 
le Jasmin croissaient de compagnie. 
Charm6s de leur propre beaut6 qui se 
reflcchissait sur le cristal deTonde pure, 
lis se regardaient avec complaisance & 
Be mirent h raisonner ainsi de leur m^- 
rite : " Certainement, disait la Rose, 
nous sommes les fleurs favorites de Ze- 
phir, il nous choisit toujours pour tres- 
ser des guirlandes ^ son epouse, & en 
verite parmi toutes les nobles families^ 
de fleurs qui embellissent ce jardin, jc 
n*en connais aucune qui puisse nous 
fitre comparee ; car nous reunissons la 
beaut6 ^ I'odeur, & c*est en nous seulcs 
qu on trouve le double racrite de flatter 
deux sens en meme teras. La charmante 
Philis toute vermeille qu*elle est, com- 
bien de fois n a-t-elle pas envie ma coa» 
leur quand se mirant dans le cristal det 

fontainet 
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fbntaines elle m*approche de ses joues 
poar en faire.la comparaison ; la vi6toir& 
est toujours pour moi. C est nous que 
Ton choisit de preference pour couron- 
ner la chevelure & orner le sein des 
belles, & qnelquefois entre leurs mains 
d^licates nous devenons les confidens fSc 
les inlerpr^tes des plus doux secrets de 
Tamour ; enfin dans tout le regne v6g^« 
tal» fleura de parterre, plantes odori- 
£&rantes, arbustes £c les arbres de la plus 
haute taille» il n*jr a aucun individu qui 
ne reconnaisse notre merite & qui nc 
nous cdde les premiers honnenrs." 

La fleur blanche & 6toiI6e 6coutaIt 
avec unravissement d*orgueil lediscours 
flatteur de sa compagne & rdpondit: 
«• Vois ici prds ce ch^ne difforme charg^ 
d'ann6es. Vois quelles feuilles erisp^es, 
quelle ecorce noueuse & grossi^e : qui 

peut 
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pent aTOir place si pr^s de nou« ce d6- 
goiitant personnage ? £n verit^ sa vue 
seale, si die ne m'enlaidit pas, au moins 
tn'attnste & m'cnnuycj aussi est-il traitd 
camme il le merite, 11 n est maf]i6 qcie 
par Ics mains calleuses d*an grossier 
campagnard. La Nature s'est stiret&eat 
if ompee dans ses prodmd^ons agr^aUes, 
de cr6enmc piaate tiussi rostique tr ausai 
sauvage; au lieu d*onneSy de frinesy 
de chines & de plus, on aurairdt ne 
cr6er que des Roses &l des Jasniiiis." 

L*arbre noble qui avaitentendo lear 
discours vaniteux & arrogant^ secoua sa 
tete majestueuse & repondit .- "Taisez- 
vous, mis6rables orgueilleuic 3 cenierite 
dont vous faites tant de cas durera i 
peine jusqu*^ deoaain. J'ai tant vii de 
vos semblables naitre & mourir sur ce 
parterre^ que vous me paraiaaez^ pieine 

exister j 
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t^iuster 5 Vous n*avez 6tc crees que pour 
"une pompe inutile & presque le m&me 
jour qiion vous cuerllc, on vous oublie. 
Apprenez au contraire que celui qiw; 
vous meprisez tant, a un merite plus 
solidc que le votre ; mon corps nerveux 
k robuste me fait reclster aux temp^tes^ 
& par-li je scrs d'a-bri contre la pluic^, 
ia gr^le & ies ardeurs du soleil/ aox 
'hommes & aux troupeaux. Ccs ra- 
meaux tortueux & proUiiques oirt 
fourrri depuis plus de cent ans ub- 
aliment utile -^ranrimal qui'le nourrit de 
glands, & quand ^puise & desstchc jc 
serai pres de mourir, j'espere survivre k 
ma ruine 5 j'irai jusqii'aux extremites 
du monde siHonnant les dndes de Tocean, 
& reviendrai crisuite ici charge de mar- 
chandises etrang^res 3 8c vous, o mise- 
rable!^, avec votre pompeuse vanit6, ovi 
'' P irez- 
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irez-vous? ^ qupi servirez-vous ! qxic 
deviendrez-vous ? — On vous sentira 
aujourdliui^ demain vous serez fl6- 
tris & gates, & on vous foulera aux 
pieds." 

A-peine Tarbre judicieux avait-il fini 
de sermoner les deux orgueilleuses Beurs, 
qu*un coup de soleil leur avait dej^ fait 
baisser la tete; bicntot Jeur 6clat les 
abandonne } enervees & dessech^es elles 
perdent k la fois leur forme & leur 
odeur & tombent sur Thumble terrein, 
confondues avec la fofulace des fieurs. , 

O vous, jeunes & naissantes beautes, 
si, oubliant voire destination & voire 
gloire momentanee, vous croyiez avoir 
le droit de m6priser & de tourner en 
ridicule ceux qui n*ont pas comme vous 

les 
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ks mani^res ^tudi^es & les rafinements 
de votre urbanit6 galante> venez vous 
regarder dans mes deux fleursi & non 
seulement vous y trouverez votrc por- 
trait, mais encore le sort cruel qui vous 
attend. 
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REMPLIR LES DEVOIRS tTE. 
SOW ^TAT c'eST s'ACQJJIT- 
TER DE LA DETTE QJf 'o N 
A CONTRACTEE ENVERS LA 

sociETE : — -n'etre uti- 
le A PERSONNE, c'EST N U I- 
RE A TOL S. 

L E but d£ h S6ci6te en reunissant 
Ics hommes, a ete de leur rendre la vie 
moins precaire & plus commode. Tous 
se sont engages h payer un tribut dc 
services k cettc commuuaute en ^change 
des ayantages qu*ils en tirent^ tels que 
leur subsistance, leur prote6tion> Icurs 
agr£mens 3 d'otl il suit que c'est pecher 
centre le premier devoir de la probite, 

d€ 
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de ne contribaer ni diredement ni in- 
diredement au bien gen6ral, & de ne 
pas payer son contingent. Dans quel- 
qu*itat que nous soyons^ nous avons 
toujburs des devoirs h rempHri & c*est 
par raccomplisscment m^me de ces de- 
voirsy que nous acquittons notre dette j 
les uns par le travail du corps, les autres 
par celui de Tesprit. Les jeunes, en 
acqui6rant les talens par lesquels lis 
seront utiles j les vieux, par leurs avis 
& en communiquant le fruit de leur 
experience 3 les pauvres par le travail 
manuelj les riches par leur bienfaisa nee, 
leur ecoriomie & leur encouragement 
pour rindustrie.' 

Du moment qu on cesse d'etre utile, 

on commence ^ se rendre k charge ; I'oi- 

sif perd tous ses droits, & en le chassant 

deia communaute, on ne ferait qu'un 

P3 ade 
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a8;e d'e J'uslice, dinsi qnb le thotiti^ la 
fable suivatite. 

Lorsqu'autrefois avant de s'fetre rap- 
proches de rHomme & de s'^tre attaches 
k son service^ les animauk menaient 
une vie sauvage dans l€» forets, iU 
^taient souvent affliges da fleau terrible 
de la famine, & leur existence £tait pre- 
caire &: incertaine. Si quelquefois la 
Nature riche & fertile leur ofFrait scs 
dons d*une main prodigue, quelquefois 
ensuite un hiver^ rigoureux depouillait 
les arbres de leurs fruits & les carnpag- 
nes de leur verdure, & alors les animaux 
prives de la faculte precieuse qui sail 
prevoir les dangers & y obvier, etaient 
abandonnes sans ressouVce & penssaient 
impitoyftbleraent. t'es't 4 la suite d*une 
telle calamite ciestruftive, que qiielquc 
gage animal voyant les avantagcs "ilc la 

vie 
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rie^ciatfe, ItttppY&chk deVHxymmtk 
lui dethahiifl i ^ttt noUrri, ittloffrant ies 
sei-vtces t(A^iimft Ult tribut die ta hpttoh- 
liabsatati*. ** Eh blen, dlt rHbmiiic> qUfe 
ebacuh de vioas etposis tt <}u*il sdil 
fifre fovLY €tk-e Utile ft la 8oci6t6.'* 

Le (ikat 8*avAnga le premier 5 malgre 
& d6charh6, la pieau coll6e sur les os, 
pduvant 4 peine parler, dit : " Ces dents 
S: ces bngle'g vous serviront ; sentinelle 
vigilanle, j*(Sl6ignferai de votre cave, de 
votrte cellier & de votre garde n^anger, 
les animaux ravisseurs) votre lard & vo- 
ire fromage seront en sArct^, je roderai 
jour & nuit clans Votre raaison, &jegar- 
de'rai jdsqii'aux cottisrles plus recules.'* — 
" Eh bien, repondit THomrte^ je suis 
content, soyez fidcle & attentif & vous 
Iferez hourH. — ^Et vbiri, en s'adres'sant 
- •' ^au 
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au Chleni que savez-vous faire ?" " Moi, 
repondit celut-ci, je meriterai votre at- 
tachement k votre amiti6 par ma fide-, 
lit6 & ma reconnaissance ; je vous de- 
fen drai contre vos ennemis & contre les 
voleurs -, je veillerai sans cesse autour 
de votre maison, 5c jamais le renard 
n'osera en approcher j je saurai suivre 
k la piste & decouvrir le li6vre & la 
perdix -, je garderai vos troupeaux con- 
tre les dangers de la nuit & ils me seront 
redevables de leur surete & de leur re- 
pos3 qui plus est, sire, ajouta-t-il, s'il 
est necessaire, je donnerai ma vie pour 
defendre la votre/* " Vous etes char- 
mant," repondit THomme, " je vous 
adopte pour compagnon^ vous meri- 
tez cette place." 

S*etant ensuite tourne vers la 
Mouche qui se souclant fort pea de 

THomme 
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qfuilkfiient p6«s6e §ttt ofift p6eb6 — 
•' E< y6u6," die celBi-el-^^ Qri*}» bom 
(frntt^iftfttm-favf^t^tidTt to*H(ffll<h«9r' 

t«n fi6r tt €l6d^igMu</ liiol, ym^iU 
}«? — vdti^ A'i&sukeai^ $f6«^ ^hi itf6 
pre«6J& voui? sacbe^ qu6 Unite io^ 
titte 8t la gtni^ de ilIM «sp^e, 4« Ittntf 
inini6fAeYia(l n*a jdrtitfis rlen fdit. Ap-^ 
plr(;lie4 que je sttift gmilhemrHS, U C|qtf 
je n'ai pas enVitf de d^rdger i fnon tabg 
d}8tiifgt<6i ni de iA*atilir jiis^u'H d^venir 
itidadtric^nxi Mes sfftcdtres ifl^ofit irafls- 
ftiis (& je teut )^ cdtiserTdf) rillilsffi 
privilege de vivre ^ ne rien faifC! > ft 44 
berceau au torabeau, je porterai ma 
douce tranquillity ; je n'ai encore riea 
fait, & je ne ferai jamais rien," 

UHomme irrit6, prend son moucboir 
he cbasse Tinse^e arrogant de dessus la 

p^cbe 
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peche odorif6rante. — " Loin'd'ic!^ 
cr6ature orgueilleuse, lui repondit-il ;■ 
ne sais-tu pas que la Nature n*a plac6 
personne sur le th6^tre du monde pour. 
y etre oisif & un vain fardeau ! Aurais- 
tu suc6 le doux nedar de ce fruity si 
un industrieux agriculteur par son tra- 
vail & ses sueurs n*avait culti v6 ce tcrrcin 
& plant6 cet arbre? Que deviendrait 
le lien social qui unit les homme8> si 
chacun pensait comme toi : vas, ton 
sort n^est pas 61oign6, tu te verras dans 
peu chassee de toutes les tables, de 
toutes les maisons, & obligee de mourir 
dans un coin> couverte de mepris & de 
poussiere.'* 
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In allegorical description' 
* of the career of youth, 
under the emblem of a 

SHIP. 

I YOUTH may be considered as 
a state of Darkness A 

From whence we depart for hap- 
piness; \>\xi2i%\ht\\ghioi Reason B 
is far from us> instead of steering 
direftly, we tack about through 
the vast ocean of Experience . . C 

.We are idle and obstinate . , . /) 

We do not relish instru6tion, which 
appears tedious and cold , , , E 

We look for Dissipation .... F 
but alas, this cannot procure us 
the same pleasures as those at- 
tached to duties performed, and 

a is 
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is always attended with Dlsap- 
fointment and Misery ; . • . . G 

Triilk)g and giddinets .... J 
are not fir reoaoTcd from Qrief 
and Rewwsz^ • ^ .»#».• • i 
which will only produce Unfosi* 
ness and Tears, ....•• K 

We then begin to feel by our own 
experience, that this canoot be 
the right way to Happiness ; wo 
therefore repent and endeavour 
to make amends. • • • « . L 

Our first change of diredion it to- 
wards D^aJkff and Geod-wlU* - ^ M 

Jf our promises are attended with 
Endeanmir and Cwrag^^ • • • ^ 
we obtain success* • . • . • Q 
which will always be aoconipa<^ 
nied with Stlf-Sd^s/affioM and 
Reward .•.«.«»• Q 

Patience .,.....*. P 
is necessar}' before we -arrive at 

Know- 
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Knowledge; this is bordered 
with steep mountains and hard- 
ships of all kind, R 

but hope, and a near view of the 
objed will give new spirits. 

Knowledge S 

and Happiness T 

are verj- near to each other, they 
are only divided by the torrent 

of our Passions, U 

which being thick set with the 
rocks and whirlpools of Pride and 

Presumption F 

would be unnavigable without 

the light of Reason and Religion. W 

This as firm as the rocks upon 
which it stands, will always 
show us where content and hap- 
piness are to be found, by deriv- 
ing from our knowledge all sorts 
of pleasures and benefits alluded 
to by the honey and the mines of 
Gold and Diamonds, 
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